
CITY OF SHOREVIEW 
AGENDA 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH 17, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS - Individuals may address the City Council about any item 
not included on the regular agenda. Specific procedures that are used for Citizens 
Comments are available on notecards located in the rack near the entrance to the 
Council Chambers.  Speakers are requested to come to the podium, state their name and 
address for the clerk's record, and limit their remarks to three minutes. Generally, the 
City Council will not take official action on items discussed at this time, but may typically 
refer the matter to staff for a future report or direct that the matter be scheduled on an 
upcoming agenda. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA - These items are considered routine and will be enacted by one 
motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so 
requests, in which event the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed 
elsewhere on the agenda. 
 
1. February 10, 2014 City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 

 
2. Receipt of Committee/Commission Minutes- 

--Bikeways and Trails Committee, March 6, 2014 
3. Monthly Reports 

--Administration 
--Community Development 
--Finance 
--Public Works 
--Park and Recreation 

 
4. Verified Claims 
 
5. Purchases 

 
6. License Applications 



 
7. Authorize Request for Advance of MSA Funds 

 
8. Acceptance of Gifts—Taste of Shoreview 

 
9. Authorize Purchase of Skidsteer Loader 

 
10. Approval of 2014 Street Sweeping Agreements  

 
11. Final PUD—Hummingbird Floral, 4001 Rice Street N. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
12. Public Hearing—Direct Preparation of Final Plans and Specifications and Order 

Improvements—Hanson/Oakridge Neighborhood Reconstruction, CP 14-01 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
13. Quiet Zone and Operations Study Amendment to SEH Contract 

 
14. Approval of Amendments to Tobacco Regulations 
 
STAFF AND CONSULTANT REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 



CITY OF SHOREVIEW 
MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 
February 10, 2014 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Martin called a workshop meeting of the Shoreview City Council to order at  
6:00 p.m. on February 10, 2014.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The following attended the meeting: 
 
City Council: Mayor Martin; Councilmembers Johnson, Quigley, Wickstrom and Withhart 
 
Staff:   Terry Schwerm, City Manager 
   Kathleen Castle, City Planner 
   Mark Maloney, Public Works Director 
 
White Bear Lake Jo Emerson, Mayor 
 
St. Paul Area  
Chamber of 
Commerce  Jonathan Weinhagen, Regional Director 
 
Ramsey County Janet Guthrie, Senior Policy Analyst 
Staff:   Blake Huffman, Ramsey County Commissioner 
 
SEH   Dave McKenzie 
    
PRESENTATION BY RAMSEY COUNTY - CULTIVATING ECONOMIC 
PROSPERITY 
 
Presentation by Janet Guthrie, Senior Policy Analyst, County Manager’s Office 
 
Four key policy areas have been identified from the data collected:   
 
• Fostering the best well being of people  
• Intensity of land use  
• How new partnerships with cities and businesses can drive change  
• Building on the existing foundation 
 
As part of the goals adopted by Ramsey County for the 2014/2015 budget development process, 
a new goal was added to cultivate economic prosperity and combat areas of financial poverty.  
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Local and national data have been studied to understand the foundation of economic prosperity 
and what concentrated poverty means. 
 
It was learned that economic prosperity work means working in multi-jurisdictions.  Work done 
in one jurisdiction impacts other jurisdictions and cannot be done in isolation.  Secondly, 
economic prosperity work is multifaceted in that different strategies must be incorporated to 
address different issues.  Creation of a policy framework that can be effectively applied to a 
variety of circumstances is required for success.   
 
Wealth generation is defined with three assets:  1) people or human capital; 2) land or natural 
capital; and 3) capital investments.  Wealth is an indicator of the particular strength of any 
jurisdiction.  An analysis of wealth looks at assessing available assets--what factors generate or 
could generate long-term stability and growth and where more investment is needed.  Limitations 
are identified--what aspects of wealth are outside county influence and whether there are 
limitations unique to Ramsey County not in the rest of the region. 
 
Future economic growth requires an educated, trained and available workforce.  Ramsey County 
population is approximately 500,000, the second most populous county in the region.  The 2010 
census shows approximately 175,000 from communities of color.  Ramsey County is the most 
diverse county in the region.  It is projected that in 2030 the entire region will be as diverse as 
Ramsey County is now.  Ramsey County has the highest percentage of adults without a high 
school diploma.  To not address disparities in education will exacerbate the issue.  Students of 
color, whether from high or low income, have disparities in education. 
 
Ramsey County has 5.5% of the land mass of the region, although it is the second most 
populous.  The majority of state government is located in Ramsey County in the capitol city of 
St. Paul.  Also, 33% of non-profit organizations are located in the County.  It has the lowest 
percentage of undeveloped land and the highest percentage of institutional use that does not 
generate taxes.  Land use in the County is disproportionately residential at almost 50%.  For 
every dollar of revenue residential areas generate, the County spends between $1.06 and $1.15 in 
services.  For every dollar of commercial use generated, there is $.96 of service cost.  The mix of 
residential and commercial is critical. 
 
By looking at the current and future capital land base, capital growth potential can be measured.  
Ramsey County has the lowest proportion of undeveloped land use for future capital expansion.  
This means that the intensity of use matters more than in any other county within the region.  If 
land productivity is going to increase, it means redevelopment.  Ramsey County is one of the two 
major employment centers in the region.  The big four concentrated employment centers in the 
region are Minneapolis, St. Paul, University of Minnesota and the airport.  Concentrated poverty 
occurs when there is not access to jobs, transit options are not available to get to jobs. 
 
The poverty threshold is defined by the federal government at approximately $12,000 per 
household of one or $18,000 for a family of three.  Concentrated poverty means certain 
neighborhoods have a disproportionate amount of poverty.  A high poverty area is an area with 
over 20% of its residents below the federal poverty line.  Extreme poverty is an area with over 
40% of residents below the federal poverty line.  Ramsey County has 32% of all federally 
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subsidized housing in the region.  There is an issue to address.  This is a heavy concentration of 
subsidized units.  Without concentrated investment in employment opportunity, financial poverty 
increases. 
 
There are five neighborhood factors that are accepted as influencing economic prosperity:  
employment, education, housing, investment and capacity.  One concern is how to address the 
balance of these factors.  All have to be addressed, not just one.  All influence the resiliency of 
the community. 
 
Every decision on land use in Ramsey County is significant because there is so little 
undeveloped land to work with.  There needs to be awareness of when decisions impact other 
jurisdictions.  There is great potential because there are more jobs than workers.  The challenge 
is to match educational skills with available jobs so that local residents take advantage of 
employment opportunities rather than importing workers from other areas.  
 
Analysis of what the County is doing in light of this data and what are the levers of change that 
can make a difference.   
 
Councilmember Withhart suggested additionally looking at poverty in terms of age, as there are 
many lower income retirees in Ramsey County. 
 
Commissioner Huffman stated that diversity is growing in the suburb.  It is no accident that the 
TCAAP Master Plan is 4000 jobs and 4000 residents.  The Metropolitan Council is now 
discussing transit all the way to TCAAP. 
 
Councilmember Withhart asked why residential is included in TCAAP when this information 
clearly shows a need for more jobs within the County.  Commissioner Huffman agreed, but the 
County does not control the land use of the TCAAP property. 
 
Mayor Martin stated that one reason to include residential is to help the schools. 
 
City Manager Schwerm noted that the City’s redevelopment efforts and helping businesses to 
expand within Shoreview tie in well with the County’s goal.  
 
Mayor Martin thanked Commissioner Huffman and Ms. Guthrie for the presentation, the 
excellent information and challenge to be aware of how land decisions can make many impacts. 
 
DISCUSSION REGARDING TRANSIT IN RAMSEY COUNTY 
 
Mayor Emerson, White Bear Lake, stated that cities and counties that have transit were very 
organized in making transit happen in their areas.  As Ramsey County is the smallest and most 
developed, transit is critical to bring families in.  In order to get transit, it is important that 
municipalities work together and support transit at any location within the County.  Once there is 
one transit line, others can be built off that one.   
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Mr. Weinhagen added that major employers are urging a strong stand for transit.  The Chamber 
has taken a position to support a 1/2 cent sales tax to that effort.  Transit provides an advantage 
and is a competitive necessity.  Younger people will grab a bus or train rather than a car.  It is 
important to recruit top talent to suburban communities.   
 
Mayor Martin asked how this relates to the big grant that was received.  Mr. Weinhagen stated 
that Ramsey County, Washington County and the Chamber worked together to compete for a 
$750,000 grant which was received.  A Board of Governors has been established, and an 
Executive Director will be hired to provide oversight and guidance.    
 
Councilmember Wickstrom asked if some of the money could be used for the Local Preferred 
Alternative Analysis, which provides the best studied routes as determined by local officials.  It 
is important to have transit lines exist before development occurs.  Commissioner Huffman 
agreed and stated that there would be a big draw to TCAAP if there was transit. 
 
Mayor Martin stated that she would like to see the information from the Ramsey County 
presentation fed into transit plans.   
 
Councilmember Quigley stated that it is important to have each city identify where bus or transit 
routes should be.   
 
Councilmember Johnson stated that ride share, shared cars and non-traditional transportation are 
options that also need to be considered because transit will not happen soon.  
 
Mayor Emerson stated that the main thing to do is for all cities to stand together and support 
transit wherever it can happen. 
 
DRAFT RAIL QUIET ZONE STUDY 
 
Mr. McKenzie, SEH, explained that in the early 2000s, regulations were formulated for quiet 
zones.  Quiet zones are allowed as long as safety is not decreased.  The rules consider the 
following as a risk index:  1) the number of trains per day; 2) the speed of the trains, 3) number 
of cars at a crossing, 4) warning device that exists at a crossing and its crash history.  There have 
been no crashes in Shoreview in the last five years.  There are four crossings in Shoreview.  The 
crossings on Lexington and Victoria already have gates and meet the minimum standard for a 
warning device.  In order to establish a quiet zone at the Lexington crossing, the median would 
have to be extended approximately 10 feet to the track with added signage.  The estimated cost is 
$5,000. 
 
Victoria is a complex signal system.  There is not a lot more that can be done after new signal 
improvements are completed in June.  In regard to numbers, Victoria would not qualify to 
become a quiet zone.  However, if it were combined with the Lexington crossing because of the 
medians, both crossings could become quiet zones.  Combined as one zone, the two together 
would meet the risk index.  All that would be needed is additional signage.   
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The North Owasso crossing has gates, but it does not have the right internal circuitry.  The 
circuitry would have to be upgraded.  The crossing at Jerrold only has the stop signs.   
 
Councilmember Wickstrom asked if it is the railroad’s responsibility for the upgrades.  Mr. 
Maloney stated that what is at the North Owasso and Jerrold crossings is adequate for the 
railroad.  Because the City wants to make those two areas quiet zones, any cost becomes the 
City’s cost.  Mr. Schwerm added that because of increased rail traffic, the railroad may upgrade 
those two crossings, but it is an unknown as to when that might happen.  To establish a quiet 
zone now would mean the City paying for the needed upgrades. 
 
Mayor Martin stated that to upgrade North Owasso would mean also addressing Jerrold.  Mr. 
McKenzie agreed explained that North Owasso and Jerrold are only 1/4 mile apart and need to 
be kept together.  The Jerrold crossing needs signals and gates.  Because of the increase in 
traffic, the Jerrold site could be a candidate for federal funding that would pay 90% of the cost, 
but funds are limited and probably four years out from distribution. 
 
Mayor Martin noted that the work on the Rice Street and I-694 bridge will also impact the North 
Owasso crossing, and that work is about four years out.  It may be worthwhile to apply for 
federal funding for these crossings.  Mr. Maloney stated that he anticipates that plans for the Rice 
Street bridge will mean approach work as far as the railroad crossing.  The crossing is barely in 
Ramsey County jurisdiction and Owasso Boulevard is a City street.  There may be a question of 
whether it is City responsibility.   
 
Mayor Martin stated that with the bridge improvement there may be land left that could bring 
development.   
 
Mr. McKenzie stated that with CP Rail changes in operations and they met with MN/DOT last 
spring to discuss all of the small crossings.  Little Canada has huge issues that will cost in the 
millions to address.  At that time, MN/DOT ruled that if traffic speed of trains increased to 25 
mph, signals would have to be installed at Jerrold.  CP Rail backed off from a speed increase.  
One decision the City has to make is whether to establish quiet zones only at night or for 24-hour 
time periods.  The rules are the same for both.  The night time frame is 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
 
Councilmember Quigley stated that he views the big issue as noise, but there is also blockage, 
fumes and safety.  With no incidents in five years, safety is a minimal issue and it is difficult to 
justify fixing crossings.   
 
Mayor Martin stated that Cardigan Junction has been addressed with CP Rail changing their 
operations to not change cars and blow horns every time cars are moved.  The crossings at issue 
are Lexington, Victoria, North Owasso and Jerrold.  Long before Cardigan was an issue, the City 
was hearing about noise issues at night.   
 
Councilmember Withhart asked if the train speed limit would increase if North Owasso and 
Jerrold were upgraded.  Mr. McKenzie stated that he would not anticipate an increase in speed.  
Mr. Schwerm stated that the best strategy might be to see what upgrades CP Rail will do to the 
St. Paul corridor before Shoreview applies for funding.  The improvements to Lexington and 
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Victoria could occur quickly because the cost estimate is less than $20,000.  The City should 
then apply for the funding and in the four years it takes to receive funding, CP Rail may come in 
and make the improvements needed.  However, if CP Rail cannot increase speed to get through 
Jerrold and North Owasso because of the curves and proximity to Little Canada, CP Rail may 
not choose to upgrade those two crossings on their own.  Mr. McKenzie stated that CP is doing 
their own analysis and it will depend on their priorities for spending money.  He believes there 
will be a traffic increase and Jerrold and North Owasso will ultimately be improved by CP Rail. 
 
Councilmember Wickstrom stated that she supports the Lexington and Victoria upgrades, but 
would not want to signal to the railroad that the City may pay for upgrades to North Owasso and 
Jerrold by applying for funding.  Mr. McKenzie noted that there is a time frame in that the 
County, railroad and Mn/DOT all have a 60-day comment period on any design for a quiet zone.  
Once the plan moves forward, construction can be done.  Lexington and Victoria could be 
established as quiet zones by July or August. 
 
Mr. Schwerm stated that he would prefer to see the City apply for funding now because if CP 
Rail does not make improvements to North Owasso and Jerrold in five years, the City would 
have to wait another four or five years to receive funding.   
 
Councilmember Wickstrom stated that applying for funds should at least wait to see the outcome 
of the Little Canada study.  It was the consensus of the Council to consider further application 
for funding after the Little Canada report is released. 
 
Mr. McKenzie noted that Minnesota has included $2 million in the bonding bill for old signal 
equipment that may be available.  He offered to include an addendum to this report that would 
give an analysis of funding options. 
 
Mr. McKenzie also mentioned Operation Lifesaver, which has educational safety videos for 
residents and schools.  He noted further that the report includes railroad contact information.  He 
recommended a group of cities and emergency response agencies to contact the railroad together. 
 
Councilmember Quigley stated that he would prefer to see only a night quiet zone.  Mr. 
Schwerm noted that engineers have the right to use horns if there is any traffic.  Mayor Martin 
and Councilmember Wickstrom stated that they would prefer 24-hour quiet zone time frame. 
 
It was the consensus of the Council to direct staff to proceed with the improvements needed for 
Lexington and Victoria to qualify as quiet zones.   
 
OTHER ISSUES 
 
Augmentation for Turtle Lake 
 
Mayor Martin stated that the president of the lake homeowners association has called and wants 
to meet with the City to discuss moving forward with a feasibility study for augmenting the lake. 
A discussion with the association Board will be scheduled for the March workshop meeting 
regarding a feasibility study and funding. 
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Planning Commission Chair Appointment 
 
At the request of the Planning Commission, the Council briefly discussed the process for 
appointing chair and vice chair and policy for attendance. 
 
It was the consensus of the Council to request a letter of interest for Council consideration from 
Commissioners who would be interested in serving as Chair.  Secondly, 80% attendance will be 
counted over a two-year period instead of one year.  This new practice would go into effect in 
2015. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





























































TO:  MAYOR, CITY COUNCIL AND CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: MARK J. MALONEY, PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
 
DATE:  MARCH 17, 2014 
 
SUBJ:  PUBLIC WORKS MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 
Water, Water Everywhere….. 
 
More and more staff resources are lately dedicated to water related topics. The Public Works 
Department always has responsibilities in the realms of drinking water production and surface water 
management, but some new, separate (but sometimes closely related) water topics are demanding city 
staff involvement: 
 

 A significant amount of administrative and maintenance resources have been used in the 
response to the spate of frozen water services this year. It is estimated that about 40 homeowners 
have been impacted.  We’ve seen no geographic or infrastructure age correlation in these 
locations, but extremely low water use and/or vacant houses appear to be common factors. 

 I have recently been added to the Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) Groundwater 
Management Area Project Advisory Team as a local government representative. They will meet 
monthly for the foreseeable future to oversee the DNR’s implementation of groundwater and 
water appropriation policies for the North and East Twin Cities Metro Area.  

 I participate in a Metropolitan Council Northeast Water Supply work group that is overseeing the 
preparation of feasibility studies relating to potential changes to the water supply characteristics 
for the communities near White Bear Lake. Their work will at some point also include potential 
augmentation strategies for White Bear Lake, subject to Legislative action for necessary funding. 

 The Turtle Lake Homeowners Association Board has recently formally requested that the City 
oversee the preparation of a detailed feasibility report concerning options for augmenting Turtle 
Lake. The City heard this week from Board members on both sides of the augmentation topic.  
 

I anticipate that these topics will remain in our department’s work program for the foreseeable future. 
The sheer number of agencies involved in these water topics as well as the potential for Legislative 
interaction ensures long processes. 
 
Forestry 
 
The City is taking orders for its Annual Tree Sale program – A full page order form in ShoreViews has 
already generated several orders. The City offers the tree sale as a way for residents to purchase trees at 
wholesale prices.  Shoreview crews will deliver the trees in mid-May. Forms are available online, at 
City Hall, or residents can purchase them online at the Shoreview store.  
 
Environmental Quality Committee (EQC) 
 
The next EQC Speaker Series event will be held March 19th, “We all live on waterfront property” by 
Jessica Bromelkamp from the Rice Creek Watershed District.  The EQC is also now publicizing and 
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accepting applications for the 2014 Green Community Award. Applications or nominations are due by 
May 31st.   
 
Rick Carter presented the current Regional Indicators Initiative background and findings to the 
Environmental Quality Committee at the February meeting. Rick pointed out the importance of 
comparing our data to ourselves over time, not with other cities.  The purpose of the project is help 
determine if any of the green initiatives we are doing are making a difference in terms of water, waste, 
vehicles miles traveled, and energy usage throughout the City.  Some interesting highlights included: 

 All 20 participating cities decreased energy usage from 2008-2010, and increased slightly in 
2011 – due to the economy and the recession most likely.  

 About 60% of all energy usage in the cities took place in the commercial/industrial sector.  
 About 60% of all the water usage in the cities took place in the residential sector.  
 Total water usage per person/day ranged from 37-96 gallons in all cities, with the higher levels in 

the suburban communities, since they typically have more irrigation systems. Interesting to note 
that the worldwide average daily water use is only 4 gallons per person/day. Shoreview’s /day in 
2011 was 74. 

 
What’s next?  Rick’s team is working on collecting the 2013 data and finding several cities willing to 
make commitments to additional action items from the GreenStep Cities program – to track and measure 
direct outcomes from their implementation. The Met Council is including a policy directive for climate 
change – which hasn’t been included in the past. Several EQC members inquired about the possibility of 
Shoreview being a participant in the additional action items.  Below are several slides from Rick’s 
presentation.  He is willing to present the findings to the City Council as well. 
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Staff recently attended a Friends of Island Lake board meeting to discuss environmental planning and 
initiatives within the City.  Urged by the Minnesota Chapter, staff also submitted an application for the 
American Public Works Association Sustainability Practices Award.  This submittal compiled numerous 
actions the City has taken over the decades in the sustainability or green operations.  Staff hopes to use 
the document to tell our story, not just for the purpose of this National award program but also within 
our community. 
 
MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES  
 
Maintenance crews responded to one full crew plowing event. Street crews put salt down during four 
separate events. Trails were cleared during and after these events. As trails are filled in plowing 
operations they need to be cleared multiple times after each snowfall. Crews plow trails as needed. 
Crews also scraped streets as the weather warmed up. As always, between every snow plowing event all 
equipment is inspected, repaired as needed and prepared for the next event. Crews also opened catch 
basins to allow proper drainage as the snow melts.  
 
As time permitted street crews continued trimming boulevard trees. Road Restrictions/Load Limits went 
into effect on Friday March, 17th. Crews prepared signs and installed signs on streets throughout the 
City. Also as the weather permits crews are spot patching potholes and will begin Spring street 
sweeping.  
 
Each day utility crews inspect and perform general maintenance and repairs to all of the wells and lift 
stations as well as the two water towers and the booster station. Water samples are collected and sent in 
for analysis as required. Crews respond to location requests and meter appointments as scheduled. They 
are flushing and rodding segments of the sanitary sewer system. Manhole inspections continue as time 
permits.  
 
Utility crews have also responded to over 40 frozen water services throughout the City. When a call 
comes in where a resident’s water is not flowing, someone from the utility crew goes out and removes 
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the meter to see if the service is frozen between the home and the main. Once it is determined where the 
blockage (freeze up) is, the resident is advised on how to proceed.  
 
Given all the recent emphasis on municipal water supplies and their conservation efforts we thought it 
would be helpful to highlight our recent efforts. Water production, usage and conservation are all 
priorities for any water utility. For Shoreview water production is considered to be all raw water drawn 
from the wells and treated with fluoride and chlorine. The majority of water produced by the City is sold 
for residential use, commercial use and industrial use. A percentage of water produced is used by the 
City for city operations. Some of the operational uses include the Community Center, City owned and 
maintained turf irrigation systems, ice rink operations and general sanitary sewer and water system 
maintenance operations. There is also an amount of water that is lost each year through water main 
breaks and undetected leaks. After all these measures are taken into consideration there will always be a 
percentage that just cannot be accounted for. The DNR encourages all water utilities to have less than 
5% of all water produced be considered ‘Unaccountable Water”  
 
The amount of Shoreview’s unaccountable water had risen consistently through the years, reaching 
nearly 20% in 2005. The water used for a number of operational (water main flushing), Community 
Center and park-related city uses (irrigation) wasn’t being accurately estimated.   With the 2002 addition 
of the SCADA system it became apparent over the next couple of years that the accuracy of the 6 large 
capacity well meters were suspect. Between 2003 and 2005 a much more aggressive approach to turf 
maintenance was taken and irrigation systems were added to many of the parks. Although irrigation was 
added, meters were not installed and this water usage could only be estimated. As unaccountable water 
continued to climb it became evident that more accurate record keeping and better estimates for 
municipal water use was needed.  
 
Routine inspection and calibration to all the meters in the booster station and well houses began in 2006. 
About that time water meters were installed at parks to capture irrigation and pavilion water usage. We 
also established a routine inspection program for commercial meters to confirm meter accuracy, and we 
institutionalized an aggressive leak detection program. Each year one third of the city is inspected for 
system leaks. In the first year alone, over a dozen previously undetected leaks along the mains, at 
hydrants and at valves were discovered and repaired.  
 
In 2009 the replacement of all residential and commercial meters throughout the water system was 
completed. Additional meters were installed at the Maintenance Center to more accurately capture water 
use for maintenance operations. Prior to this all maintenance operational use was estimated. 
Unaccounted for water in 2009 was at its lowest in eight years at 6.2%, but efforts to more accurately 
account for all water produced didn’t stop there. The use of fire hydrants for anything other than fire 
emergencies and routine hydrant flushing was no longer allowed beginning in 2010. Last year the 
amount of unaccounted for water was 2.2%, which marked the twelve year historic low. It looks as if all 
the efforts of the last decade to account for our water production have paid off, and the timing is good 
considering the public interest in the operation of Municipal Water Utilities in the Twin Cities area. The 
chart below details the unaccounted water use since 2002.  
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Department of Corrections Crew – The DOC crew continues to clean the maintenance center 
lunchroom, bathrooms, offices and other common areas daily. They have been removing snow where 
hand work is necessary, such as bus shelters, board walk trails and trails over bridges. They continue to 
remove snow from around hydrants as needed. They clean equipment as needed and have been trimming 
dead branches and removing buckthorn from City property. They have also been removing snow from 
the roof of the Community Center.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Unaccounted For 131.4 207.7 153.0 224.4 194.7 167.4 137.7 75.8 56.9 35.5 34.8 21.9

City Operations Use 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 11.4 35.4 71.1 54.1 94.0 76.2 72.2 69.6

Sold 886.3 1,098.3 973.2 918.1 992.8 1,048.4 973.1 1,066.0 910.8 871.4 993.4 890.9

Total Produced 1,017.7 1,306.0 1,126.2 1,142.5 1,198.9 1,251.2 1,181.9 1,195.9 1,061.7 983.1 1,100.4 982.4
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Records have always been kept of water used for city operations, as has estimates of water loss through water main breaks and 
undetected leaks. The accuracy of those records has varied. The data shown for those records include only estimates prior to 2006.  
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PROJECT UPDATES 
 
Owasso Street Re-alignment, Project 09-12 – Construction work on the road project was suspended 
for winter. Final restoration and minor items will be completed after the snow melts. The railroad signal 
work and crossing upgrade is proposed for mid June after school is out. 
 
Red Fox Road Reconstruction, Project 12-04 – Construction work on the project was suspended for 
the winter.  Final restoration and minor items will be completed after the snow melts.  
 
County Road D Reconstruction, Project 13-01A – Construction work on the project was suspended 
for the winter.  Final restoration and minor items will be completed after the snow melts.  
 

Cottage Place Reconstruction, Project 13-01B – Construction work on the project was suspended for 
the winter.  Final restoration and minor items will be completed after the snow melts.  
  
Water Treatment Plant – Preliminary Design Report – AE2S is currently preparing the final design 
report.  
 
Hanson/Oakridge Neighborhood Reconstruction – Project 14-01 – A feasibility study was 
previously completed and received by the City Council. The public improvement hearing is scheduled 
for the City Council meeting of March 17, 2014. The project, if ordered, is on schedule for construction 
this summer. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH 17, 2014 
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