
CITY OF SHOREVIEW 
AGENDA 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
JULY 21, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 
--Proclaiming August 5, 2014 as Night to Unite 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS - Individuals may address the City Council about any item 
not included on the regular agenda. Specific procedures that are used for Citizens 
Comments are available on notecards located in the rack near the entrance to the 
Council Chambers.  Speakers are requested to come to the podium, state their name and 
address for the clerk's record, and limit their remarks to three minutes. Generally, the 
City Council will not take official action on items discussed at this time, but may typically 
refer the matter to staff for a future report or direct that the matter be scheduled on an 
upcoming agenda. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA - These items are considered routine and will be enacted by one 
motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so 
requests, in which event the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed 
elsewhere on the agenda. 
 
1. June 19, 2014 City Council Emergency Meeting Minutes 

 
2. July 7, 2014 City Council Meeting Minutes 

 
3. Receipt of Committee/Commission Minutes- 

--Economic Development Authority, May 5, 2014 
--Economic Development Commission, May 20, 2014 
--Parks and Recreation Commission, May 22, 2014 
--Human Rights Commission, May 28, 2014 
--Economic Development Authority, June 16, 2014 
--Economic Development Commission, June 17, 2014 
--Human Rights Commission, June 25, 2014 
--Planning Commission, June 24, 2014 
 



4. Monthly Reports 
--Administration 
--Community Development 
--Finance 
--Public Works 
--Park and Recreation 

 
5. Verified Claims 
 
6. Purchases 

 
7. Purchase Agreement with Moser Homes for City-Owned Property at 3339 Victoria 

Street 
 

8. Developer Escrow Reduction 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
9. NPDES Annual Report and Public Hearing 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
10. Authorize Vegetation Removal on Snail Lake 

 
11. Abatement of Public Nuisance—5435 St. Albans Street 

 
12. Weed Abatement 

--4414 Galtier Street 
 --5435 St. Albans Street 
 
STAFF AND CONSULTANT REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 





CITY OF SHOREVIEW 
MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL EMERGENCY MEETING 
June 19, 2014 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Martin called the special emergency meeting of the Shoreview City Council to order at 
4:30 p.m. on June 19, 2014.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The following members were present:  Mayor Martin, Councilmembers Withhart and Quigley 
 
Members Absent:  Councilmembers Wickstrom and Johnson 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF TEMPORARY SLOW NO-WAKE ZONE ON SNAIL LAKE 
 
City Manager Schwerm updated the Council on the high water levels on Snail Lake due to the 
recent heavy amounts of rainfall received which has increased the level of Snail Lake 
significantly.  He informed the Council that at this water level, there is a potential for erosion and 
damage to property along the lakeshore.  City staff has received emails and phone calls from 
residents concerned about this potential for damage and they are requesting a slow wake 
restrictions be established on the lake. 
 
After some discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Quigley and seconded by 
Councilmember Withhart to adopt Resolution No. 14-41 establishing the temporary emergency 
slow no-wake restrictions on Snail Lake.  The motion was approved 3-0. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:37 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF SHOREVIEW 
MINUTES 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
July 7, 2014 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Martin called the regular meeting of the Shoreview City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. on 
July 7, 2014. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The following members were present:  Mayor Martin; Councilmembers Johnson, Quigley, and 
Withhart. 
 
Councilmember Wickstrom was absent. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION: by Councilmember Withhart, seconded by Councilmember Johnson to approve 

the July 7, 2014 agenda as submitted. 
 
VOTE:   Ayes - 4  Nays - 0 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 
There were none. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Mark Holmes, 674 Mound Avenue, expressed increasing concern about the environmental 
stability in the Commons area.  There used to be a lot of wildlife, but little by little it has 
diminished.  His main concern is that there is no life in the pond.  Something happened five 
weeks ago that bird life ceased within a 20-block area.  There are dead animals in the pond.  The 
stench is unbearable.  There are no live animals around the pond.  He used to have 300 to 400 
birds a day in his back yard, but now there are 3 or 4 a day.  Squirrels, chipmunks and raptors 
have gone.  He suspects that with the spraying for mosquitoes and all the rain, the toxin was 
washed into the pond and everything died.  There used to be families of ducks.  They lasted less 
than a week.  He invited the Council to walk around the pond and do a study of the pond.   
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City Manager Schwerm stated that Mosquito Control has reported that the spray used is safe.  No 
spraying has been done yet this year.  He contacted the Ramsey County Naturalist who did note 
that the weather this past month may have impacted wildlife. 
Mayor Martin suggested running water tests on the pond to find out more about the pond.   
 
Mr. Holmes responded that the study needs to be ongoing because of weather spikes.  He 
thanked the Council for listening. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Martin: 
The fourth Concert in the Commons will be Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the Commons 
with Forty Shades of Green, Irish music and dancing. 
 
The City Council has authorized the conversion of two tennis courts at Bobby Theisen Park for 
pickleball.  The courts are now ready.  There is a Shoreview community group of over 150 who 
play pickleball.  Wednesday morning at 9:00 a.m. there will be a Grand Opening with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony.  City Manager Schwerm added that it costs $15 to join the Shoreview Area 
Pickleball Club.  Residents can join either online or at City Hall.  The Club has reserved times at 
the courts for its members. 
 
Mayor Martin also noted that the Farmers’ Market is every Tuesday with lots of good produce, 
crafts and other products. 
 
Councilmember Johnson: 
 
The Slice of Shoreview is July 25, 26 and 27 at Island Lake Park.  There will be fireworks both 
nights.  Everyone mark their calendars to attend this great event. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Martin moved item No. 14 on the Consent Agenda, regarding parking restrictions for 
Chatsworth Avenue north of Highway 96, to be the first item of General Business on the meeting 
agenda. 
 
MOTION: by Councilmember Withhart, seconded by Councilmember Johnson to adopt the 

Consent Agenda for July 7, 2014, and all relevant resolutions for item Nos. 1 
through 13: 

 
1. June 16, 2014 City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 
2. June 16, 2014 City Council Meeting Minutes 
3. Receipt of Committee/Commission Minutes: 

- Planning Commission, May 27, 2014 
- Environmental Quality Committee, June 23, 2014 

4. Verified Claims in the Amount of $1,310,850.31 
5. Purchases 
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6. Resolution Appointing Elections Judges for the August 12, 2014 Primary Election 
7. Approval of Fireworks Display - Slice of Shoreview  
8. Conditional Use Permit - 3469 Harriet Court 
9. Application for Exempt Permit and Special Event Liquor License - Catholic Community of 

St. Odilia 
10. Approval of Upgrade to Fiber Optics Link Between City Hall and Maintenance Center 
11. Approval of Upgrade to Surveillance Camera System 
12. Developer Escrow Reductions 
13. Resolution Authorizing Participation in Ramsey County Cooperative Weed Management 

Area 
 
VOTE:   Ayes - 4  Nays - 0 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF PARKING RESTRICTIONS FOR CHATSWORTH AVENUE 
NORTH OF HIGHWAY 96 
 
Public Works Director Mark Maloney explained that two years ago the City Council established 
parking prohibitions on one side of the street.  A major employer in the area has had a significant 
increase of contract employees.  The problem is that other businesses are challenged to even 
receive their own deliveries.  Last winter the City received reports from businesses that delivery 
trucks could not navigate the street even when parking had been reduced to one side.  It is staff’s 
recommendation that parking now be prohibited on both sides of the street.   
 
Mayor Martin stated that this is also a safety issue for fire engines or emergency vehicles.   
 
Councilmember Withhart stated that he can support the recommendation but suggested the need 
for a discussion about widening the street as a long-term solution. 
 
Johnson asked where employees can park for the businesses on that street.  Mr. Maloney 
responded that the City code requires parking on-site.   
 
Mr. Mark Diehl, Mark Manufacturing, stated that his business depends on large truck 
deliveries.  Cars park right next to the driveways making it impossible for trucks to negotiate the 
driveway entrances.  His recommendation is no parking on the street year round. 
 
Quigley requested that companies and tenants be notified of the new restrictions.   
 
MOTION: by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Withhart to adopt 

resolution 14-48 prohibiting on-street parking on both sides of Chatsworth Street 
north of Highway 96 to the cul-de-sac. 
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ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Johnson, Quigley, Withhart, Martin 
   Nays: None 
 
MINOR SUBDIVISION - 3339 VICTORIA STREET NORTH 
 
Presentation by City Planner Kathleen Castle 
 
Moser Homes is requesting a minor subdivision of 3339 Victoria Street to divide the property 
into two parcels for single-family residential development.  The property is zoned R1, Detached 
Residential.  The Planning Commission reviewed the application at the May and June 2014 
meetings.  Variances were approved for the front setbacks for future homes on both parcels to 
exceed the maximum. 
 
The property consists of 1.5 acres with a lot width of 91.17 feet on Victoria.  It is a key lot in that 
the side lot line abuts the rear lot line of homes to the north.  All structures have been removed.  
A wetland delineation was done that identifies wetland in the northwest and southwest corners of 
the property.  A 16.5 foot buffer is required for wetland areas.  On Parcel 2, the buffer would be 
10 feet.  The Public Works Director has determined that the buffer setback of 10 feet is 
acceptable. 
 
The parcels proposed comply with the subdivision and lot standards for the R1 Zoning District.  
Parcel 2 will remain a key lot.  Stormwater is directed to the wetland and front property line.  
The historic drainage patterns will be retained.  Impervious surface coverage complies with the 
maximum permitted in R1 zoning.  One driveway off Victoria will access the two properties and 
then immediately split for two driveways to serve each lot.  A 2 to 1 replacement is required for 
any landmark trees taken out. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the application at the June 24th meeting and approved the 
variances to increase the maximum structure setback from the front property line.  Parcel 1 will 
be at 255.4 feet and Parcel 2 at 272.1 feet. 
 
Property owners within 350 feet were notified of the proposal.  Written and verbal comments 
received express concerns regarding site conditions, surface water, wetland impacts, stability for 
development with two homes, landscape screening and fencing.  Residents do not believe 
practical difficulty is present to justify approval of the variances.   
 
Staff finds that both parcels comply with subdivision standards and recommends approval of the 
minor subdivision. 
 
Mayor Martin asked if consideration was given to moving the building pad on parcel 2 north to 
provide a wider setback for building 1 on the south.  Ms. Castle stated that the building pads are 
dictated by the wetland area and buffer and noted that the building pads are not the footprint of a 
structure.   
 



SHOREVIEW CITY COUNCIL MEETING-JULY 7, 2014 5 

Planning Commission Chair Solomonson stated that the Commission felt the character of the 
neighborhood is not impacted, although there was some concern about a key lot.  Commissioners 
would like to see the driveway split further down the shared drive rather than immediately at the 
shared entrance.   
 
Councilmember Quigley asked the rationale for moving the driveway split.  Chair Solomonson 
responded that it would be for aesthetic reasons so that less driveway surface is shown at the 
entrance making room for more landscaping.   
 
Councilmember Withhart noted that the EDA also recommends approval of this application. 
 
MOTION: by Councilmember Quigley, seconded by Councilmember Johnson to approve the 

minor subdivision request submitted by Moser Homes, Inc. to divide the property 
at 3339 Victoria Street into two parcels for single-family residential development 
and said approval is subject to the following conditions: 

 
Minor Subdivision: 
 
1. The minor subdivision shall be in accordance with the plans submitted. 
2. For Parcel 2, a Public Recreation Use Dedication fee as required by Section 204.020 of the 

Development Regulations before the City endorses the deed to create Parcel 2.  The fee 
will be 4% of the fair market value of the property. 

3. Public drainage and utility easements shall be dedicated to the City as required by the 
Public Works Director.  The applicant shall be responsible for providing legal descriptions 
for all required easements.  Easements shall be conveyed before the City will endorse 
deeds for recording. 

4. The applicant shall enter into a Subdivision Agreement with the City.  This agreement shall 
be executed prior to the City’s release of the deeds for recording.  A Development 
Agreement will also be required for the construction of a new home on each parcel. 

5. Municipal water and sanitary sewer service shall be provided to both parcels.  The cost of 
connection and SAC fees, together with permit charges, will be due with the building 
permit. 

6. Driveways and all other work within the Victoria Street right-of-way are subject to the 
permitting authority of the City of Shoreview and Ramsey County. 

7. A tree protection, removal and replacement plan shall be submitted prior to issuance of a 
building permit (including the demolition permit).  The approved plan shall be 
implemented prior to the commencement of work on the property and maintained during 
the period of construction.  The protection plan shall include wood chips and protective 
fencing at the drip line of the retained trees. 

8. An erosion control plan shall be submitted with the building permit application for each 
parcel and implemented during the construction of the new residence. 

9. A final site-grading and drainage plan shall be submitted and approved by the City 
Engineer prior to issuance of a building permit. 

10. The wetland/wetland buffer shall be identified by signage.  A 16.5-foot wetland buffer 
shall be established on Parcel 2 ranging in width from 10 feet to 16.5 feet. 
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11. This approval shall expire after one year if the subdivision has not been recorded with 
Ramsey County. 

 
Said approval is based on the following findings of fact: 
 
1. The subdivision is consistent with the policies of the Comprehensive Plan regarding land 

use and housing. 
2. The subdivision will provide opportunity for new housing in the community consistent 

with the City’s housing goals. 
3. The proposed lots conform to the adopted City standards for the R1, Detached Residential 

Zoning District. 
4. Municipal water and sanitary sewer service are available for each proposed parcel. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Johnson commended inclusion and work with the residents in this neighborhood. 
 
VOTE:  Ayes:  Quigley, Withhart, Johnson, Martin 
   Nays:  None 
 
Mr. Moser, Applicant, stated that he hopes to have a custom home under construction by this 
fall.  As to the driveway issue, the plan shown is to avoid as much contention as possible on who 
maintains what part of the shared driveway. 
 
ESTABLISH PROJECT AND AUTHORIZE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
AGREEMENT - SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS AND LIFT STATION, CP 14-
07 
 
Presentation by Public Works Director Mark Maloney 
 
Ramsey County has been doing a joint repair project on Highway 96.  The City televised the 
sewer in the project area because of a history of backup issues.  When the sewer line was 
uncovered, the problem was found to be worse than anticipated because the pilings have sunk.  
The sewer was built in the 1960s through wetland soils with wood pilings.  This means that the 
City sewer repair has become much more complicated.  
 
One option would be to replace the pilings and sewer pipe.  Staff believes they would only sink 
again over time and be more costly than the staff recommendation to put in a new lift station and 
force main that would be located on better soil to reduce potential future settlement.  This would 
mean abandoning the existing sanitary sewer.   
 
An engineering agreement has been negotiated with Bolton & Menk for engineering services at a   
cost of $29,350.  The best estimate of a total project cost is $200,000 to $250,000 compared to 
$250,000 just for pilings. 
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Mayor Martin asked how long Dale Street will be closed and how the project is to be funded.  
Mr. Maloney stated that he expects Ramsey County to move quickly.  The City project would 
not impact reopening Dale Street.  The project would be funded through the Sewer Fund.  No 
other projects are being delayed because of this project.  The only other sewer project in the City 
is on Hanson Road. 
 
Councilmember Withhart asked if any borings have been done to find out the depth of the poor 
soils.  Mr. Maloney stated that the weight of the soil is a major problem.  The County has done 
many borings and is using a process with foam to lessen the load of the roadway.   
 
MOTION: by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Withhart to adopt 

Resolution No. 14-44 authorizing execution of a Professional Service Agreement 
with Bolton & Menk for engineering and associated activities for the Sanitary 
Sewer Improvements - Highway 96 Lift Station, City Project #14-07. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes:  Withhart, Johnson, Quigley, Martin 
   Nays:  None 
 
RECEIVE BIDS AND AWARD CONSTRACT - TRAIL EXTENSION AND 
REHABILITATION, CP 14-05 
 
Presentation by Public Works Director Mark Maloney 
 
This project includes trail reconstruction along County Road I and at Theisen Park and new trails 
along Lexington Avenue and at Shamrock Park.  The Council approved plans and specifications 
at its June 2, 2014 Council meeting.   
 
Bids were opened July 1, 2014.  Three bids were received with the low bidder, Rum River 
Contracting at a cost of $279,072.77.  The Engineer’s Estimate was $335,000.00.  Rum River 
Contracting has not previously worked in the City.  After a reference check, it is clear to staff 
that Rum River Contracting has the resources and engineering capacity for the work.   
 
Funding for the project will be $133,350 from the General Fixed Asset Revolving Fund for the 
work on County Road I and at Theisen Park.  Park dedication funds in the amount of $110,400 
plus $91,000 from the Community Investment Fund will cover the work on Lexington and at 
Shamrock Park.  Staff is recommending approval. 
 
MOTION: by Councilmember Withhart, seconded by Councilmember Johnson to adopt 

Resolution No. 14-66 accepting the base bid from Rum River Contracting for the 
2014 Trail Extension and Rehabilitation Project, City Project #14-05 and 
authorize the Mayor and City Manager to execute a construction contract in the 
amount of $279,072.77. 

 
ROLL CALL:   Ayes:  Johnson, Quigley, Withhart, Martin 
    Nays: None 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: by Councilmember Quigley, seconded by Councilmember Withhart to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
 
VOTE:   Ayes - 5  Nays - 0 
 
Mayor Martin declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
THESE MINUTES APPROVED BY COUNCIL ON THE ___ DAY OF _____ 2014. 
 
 
_________________________ 
Terry Schwerm 
City Manager 
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SHOREVIEW ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 5, 2014 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
President Ben Withhart called the meeting to order on May 5, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The following members were present:  President Ben Withhart and EDA Members Sue 
Denkinger, Emy Johnson, Gene Marsh and Terry Quigley. 
 
Also attending the meeting: 
Tom Simonson Asst. City Manager/Community Development Director 
Niki Hill  Economic Development and Planning Tech 
Kirstin Barsness  Barsness Consulting Services 
Jonathan Weinhagen Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Simonson introduced Mr. Jonathan Weinhagen, Regional Director at the St. Paul Area Chamber 
of Commerce and member of the Shoreview Economic Development Commission, who was 
present to discuss a new initiative by the Chamber called Accelerate Ramsey County.  Cities 
within Ramsey County are being asked to send a letter of support to Ramsey County for the new 
program.  Discussion with Mr. Weinhagen was added to the agenda.  
 
MOTION: by Quigley, seconded by Johnson, to approve the agenda as amended. 
 

VOTE:  Ayes - 5  Nays - 0 
 
Mr. Weinhagen stated that the County is studying its own role with economic development and 
economic prosperity in Ramsey County.  The County is disproportionately residential with a 
high amount of institutional land.  Accelerating Ramsey County is an initiative proposed by the 
St. Paul Chamber to look at what role the County and cities can play in achieving a better land 
use mix and facilitate good economic development, which really begins in the communities.  The 
initiative looks at intensifying land use and job growth through development and redevelopment.  
Shoreview is the example to all other communities in the region when it comes to business 
development and retention efforts, and the City has for example an excellent potential site with 
the Shoreview Village Mall that could be redeveloped into a higher intensity use that provides 
job growth.  At the moment, this site is not on anyone’s radar regionally of consideration for 
economic development.  If there is a developer from the region or nationally that is seeking 
redevelopment opportunities in the Twin Cities, they may not even be aware of the Shoreview 
Village Mall as a potential property. The idea of Accelerate Ramsey County is to determine how 
to bring redevelopment opportunities like this to the attention of external partners.  The first step 
is to gain support from cities for this type of communication. 
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Simonson added that as a fully developed County, this fits into policy decisions by the County 
that can foster or in some cases restrain possible redevelopment or economic growth. He added 
that it is his hope that the County’s economic prosperity efforts and this Accelerate Ramsey 
County initiative could bring forward better communication and cooperation on development.  A 
business that cannot be accommodated in Shoreview may find a suitable site within Ramsey 
County to keep jobs in this area.   
 
Mr. Weinhagen stated that Shoreview does a good job of monitoring sites, land uses and 
locations for redevelopment.  The County is looking at $1 billion in transit investment.  That 
investment needs to be directed to areas of intense development that provide jobs. 
 
Withhart stated that cities can help County officials understand how redevelopment happens.  An 
example is the City’s recent request for a TIF extension that was not supported by the County 
because of the initial tax revenue loss to the County.  Eventually the County was supportive to a 
revised bill, but there was a gap in understanding how the TIF extension would help the County. 
 
Johnson noted that all cities are at different stages of considering redevelopment.  She asked if 
there would be a tiered approach to cities in terms of who needs what, or a holistic approach 
toward all cities and whether there would be any financial obligation to cities who participate in 
this program.  Mr. Weinhagen responded that he sees a holistic vision, but that different cities 
will need different things based on their level of expertise.  He would like to see all cities in 
Ramsey County use the best practices that are used in Shoreview.  The County is being asked to 
initially provide funding for the program, but eventually cities may be asked to contribute.  A 
letter of support would indicate Shoreview’s willingness to work with other cities on issues of 
economic development and explore possibilities and opportunities. 
 
Quigley asked if a resolution would be provided for cities to support.  Mr. Weinhagen stated that 
he is looking for support from City Managers and staff at this time.  At a minimum, this program 
would provide an opportunity for Community Development Directors to meet and exchange 
ideas and information on a regular basis.  He would also see times when certain areas, such as I-
35W and I-694, would become a priority for attention.  Rather than establishing permanent, 
formal entities for certain infrastructure, such as the I-35W Coalition now funded at $150,000 a 
year, he would envision certain groups functioning at a high amount of activity for a certain time 
for a certain area and then would no longer be needed when focus would shift to other areas.  
The County has not promoted itself as a great place to develop, and it is important to get better at 
getting this positive message out. 
 
Withhart agreed that it would be helpful to have a neutral player to facilitate communications 
among cities on redevelopment issues. 
 
It was the consensus of the EDA to support this concept approach of Accelerate Ramsey County 
and requesting additional information as this effort moves forward.  The EDA Board thanked 
Mr. Weinhagen for attending the meeting to explain the initiative. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
President Withhart temporarily left the meeting and did not vote on this item.  Vice President 
Johnson took over the meeting. 
 
MOTION: by Quigley, seconded by Marsh, to approve the April 7, 2014 meeting minutes  
  as submitted. 
 

VOTE:  Ayes - 4  Nays - 0  
 
FINANCES AND BUDGET 
 
Monthly Financial Reports/Approval Claims and Purchases 
 
Simonson noted items from year-end 2013 that had been amended and submitted with this 
financial report.  Four invoices are submitted for approval.  
 
MOTION: by Quigley, seconded by Marsh to approve the monthly financial reports through  
  March 31, 2014.  
 

VOTE:  Ayes - 4  Nays - 0 
 
MOTION: by Quigley, seconded by Marsh to approve payment of the following claims and  
  purchases: 
 

1. Community Reinvestment Fund   $90.00  Fund 307 
 (15 Loans/Monthly Service Fee) (Date Paid: 3/21/14) 
2.       Leeann Chin (EDA Meeting supplies)   $65.85  Fund 240 
 (Date Paid: 3/20/14) 
3. Barsness, Kirstin (TIF Consulting)   $2,406.25 Fund 240 
 (Date Paid: 3/3/14) 
4.       Hill, Nicole (Mileage Reimbursement   $40.32  Fund 240 
 (Date Paid: 3/20/14) 

 
VOTE:  Ayes - 4  Nays - 0 

 
President Withhart returned and conducted the remainder of the meeting. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
ADOPTION OF EDA 2014-2015 WORK PLAN 
 
Simonson noted a few minor changes that include an update of the TIF legislation.  Withhart 
requested an update of the TIF legislation.  
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Simonson reported that the next step will be marketing once the legislation is finalized.  The 
House/Senate Joint Conference Committee approved the tax bill that includes striking the fiscal 
disparities requirement.  The Conference Committee also approved the special TIF Economic 
Development District for Shoreview.  Some committee members were opposed to Shoreview 
creating any number of Economic Development Districts, as this is a pilot project.  The City 
agreed to creation of three districts within the five-year window provided in the legislation.  
Simonson stated that if three districts are successful in bringing jobs to the community, he 
believes the legislation can be further amended at a later time.   
 
Withhart asked if an Economic Development District can be created to attract business, or if 
there must be a specific project in order to create one.  Simonson explained that the district 
would be created when there is a project to generate increment.  The City will negotiate that 20% 
of that annual increment over a 12-year period would come to the City to create the special BRE 
fund.  The increment from pre-1990 TIF Districts Nos. 1 and 2 can be pooled.  The provision is 
to focus on business retention and attracting businesses from out of state.  Businesses within 
Minnesota cannot be solicited, unless they already have a presence in Shoreview.  The biggest 
change is the duration of the district for 12 years.  There is flexibility for ancillary uses that may 
be added with a business use, such as childcare or office.  The BRE fund that is created with the 
20% increment to the City operates outside TIF, which could make the City eligible for grants 
and other funds.  There is no timeline on the BRE Fund.   
 
Simonson noted that the Governor is supportive, and no further obstacles are expected with final 
approval of this legislation.   
 
Denkinger asked what other cities gained from this legislation.  Simonson stated that Savage and 
Maple Grove received flexibility for redevelopment of large sand pits in their cities; Eagan was 
able to recalculate increment decisions on parcels that were not part of an original TIF District.  
No direct TIF District extensions were given as was given to Oakdale last year.  There is more 
willingness to look at extensions for specific projects.   
 
Quigley asked if the process was helpful considering the cost.  Simonson stated that although 
costly, good contacts have been made with the decision makers in these issues at the legislature.  
The lobbying effort was extensive.  The cost to the City is easier in that it comes from TIF 
dollars and not the General Fund.  Thank you letters will be sent to the many legislators who 
helped with this effort. 
 
Marsh stated that it is beneficial that the City was able to present itself well at the legislative 
level.  Since this is a pilot program, the City has a further opportunity to show what can be done.   
 
Simonson stated that further updates to the Work Plan are related to the Rice Street interchange 
and the Highway Corridor Study now underway.  A change was made to the Hoarding Policy to 
indicate the pilot program the City is now participating in, and sale of 3339 Victoria is 
contingent on approval of development plans.   
 
MOTION: by Johnson, seconded by Denkinger to adopt the 2014-2015 EDA Work Plan. 
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VOTE:  Ayes - 5  Nays – 0 
 

UPDATE ON SALE OF CITY PROPERTY AT 3339 VICTORIA STREET 
 
Simonson reported that at the last EDA meeting tentative approval was given to sell the property 
at 3339 Victoria Street to Moser Homes for $115,000, which was negotiated to $120,000.  Moser 
Homes is applying for a minor subdivision and variances at the May 27the Planning Commission 
meeting.  The variances are for setbacks of the two homes that would be further than existing 
residences.  A letter explaining the proposed development was sent to neighborhood residents.  
There have been upset responses from neighbors who would like to see just one home developed 
on the property.  Residents also felt the property should have been offered on the open market.  
Simonson has explained to residents that the property was not put on the open market in order to 
better control appropriate development for the site. 
 
Withhart asked if Planning Commissioners have been informed of the proposal.  Simonson stated 
that the City Planner has contacted the Planning Commission Chair and will include statements 
in the staff report about the process thus far and include EDA minutes that encourage approval of 
this sale.  The proposal includes development of homes that are similar in value to other homes 
in the neighborhood.  Withhart encouraged further contact with other Planning Commission 
members. 
 
Simonson stated that the reason the City is in this position is because the private sector was not 
going to take on this property, especially considering the costly demolition and clean-up that was 
required.  If the proposed development is approved, a purchase agreement will be presented at 
the next EDA meeting. 
 
UPDATES AND REPORTS 
 
Economic Development Commission: Simonson stated that the EDC has a planned visit to 
Torax Medical on June 12, the same day as the next Business Exchange.  Torax has 60 
employees and is involved in specialized medical treatment devices.  The company is looking 
forward to hosting City representatives.   
 
Ms. Hill has been developing a new Business Matters newsletter that will be launched in advance 
of the Business Exchange.  An email list will be developed for the newsletter circulation. 
 
Hoarding Pilot Project:  Hill reported that materials are being finalized for the pilot project.  
Some homes have been identified by the Fire Department to add to the pilot project. 
 
Johnson asked if residents have contacted the City about specific problem properties.  Hill stated 
that when complaints are received, there is follow-up and the information is tracked on a 
database.   
 
Withhart suggested contacting tradesmen and contractors who enter homes and ask them to 
report any findings of hoarding. 
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Simonson noted that the City is finding that it may be a better use of money to bring in a 
dumpster, rather than providing assistance for emergency housing.  Residents who have hoarding 
problems can often stay in their homes but need other resources to bring the house to code.  Staff 
is reviewing the policy for possible changes.  
 
Withhart suggested also looking at services that can be obtained to help the individual sort and 
clean.   
 
Highway Corridor:  Simonson stated that there is an internal team meeting in June.  A final 
report to the City Council, EDA and Planning Commission will be made at the July 14th City 
Council workshop.  That report will have recommendations on policy changes and land use 
planning.  There will be a public review process of the results and possible amendments to the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Quigley asked if information on the next phases will be presented, which is to identify what can 
be developed in certain locations.  Hill responded that timelines are not cast in stone.  Some sites 
would be difficult to identify for development, such as the County Road J intersection, which is 
dependent on what happens in Lino Lakes.  Simonson added that some redevelopment will be 
triggered with other infrastructure projects.  The Rice Street interchange improvement will 
trigger redevelopment in that area. 
 
Development Projects:  Simonson stated that the credit union will soon begin construction.  
Hummingbird Floral will be presenting an interior renovation plan.  Lakeview Terrace has been 
framed and roofed.  The building fits well and will look good when the exterior brick work is 
done. 
 
Hamline Economic Development Certificate Program: Hill explained that the program she is 
attending includes seven core modules with monthly meetings.  Even in a few classes, she 
recognizes that Shoreview is ahead of the curve.  She has been asked about the City’s Business 
Retention program by others in the class.  Simonson added that the teacher is Craig Waldron, 
City Administrator at Oakdale, who is now retiring to be a full-time professor.  
 
Johnson commended Ms. Hill for her willingness to grow her skills that will not only benefit her 
but also the City.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: by Quigley, seconded by Johnson, to adjourn the meeting at 6:23 p.m. 
 

VOTE:  Ayes - 5  Nays - 0 



SHOREVIEW ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Meeting Minutes 
May 20, 2014 

ROLL CALL 

Chair Josh Wing called the meeting to order at 7:33 a.m. with the following members present: Jim 
Gardner, Dave Kroona, Dave Lukowitz, Jason Schaller and Jonathan Weinhagen. Members Sue 
Denkinger, Gene Marsh, and Jeff Washburn had excused absences.   
 
Assistant City Manager/Community Development Director Tom Simonson, and Economic Development 
and Planning Technician Niki Hill were also in attendance. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Commissioner Weinhagen, seconded by Commissioner Gardner, moved to accept the agenda, as 
presented. 
 

Vote:   5 AYES  0 NAYS 
 
ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

There was a consensus among the members present to wait until the next meeting to decide on the 2014 
Chair and Vice Chair due to some members being absent from the meeting including Vice Chair 
Denkinger.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Lukowitz, seconded by Commissioner Weinhagen, moved to approve the minutes of 
March 18, 2014, as written. 
 

Vote:   5 AYES  0 NAYS 
 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE 

Member Sharing of Information 

Simonson stated that he wanted to give an opportunity to anyone to comment on the previous joint 
EDA/EDC meeting regarding their work plans and goals for the year.   
 
Member Weinhagen stated that he believed it was a positive meeting.  There was good dialogue and it 
helped to get everyone on the same page.  The goals and work plans for the upcoming year are aligned 
better because of it.   
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Simonson noted that Member Lukowitz will be stepping down from the EDC following the August 
meeting.  He will have served 20 years at this point and he believed it was time to move on.  Member 
Gene Marsh will be also leaving in the near future as he will be moving out of Shoreview.   
 
Member Wing voiced his thanks to Mr. Lukowitz for his service and everything that he has done for the 
Commission and City.  Wing stated that he remembers when he first started on the EDC how Member 
Lukowitz was so very knowledgeable and welcoming.  He was also never fearful for sharing his 
opinions of what he thought on any subject matter.   
 
Member Lukowitz was given the opportunity for any remarks regarding his departure.  Member 
Lukowitz fondly recalled his joining the EDC and was honored to serve with Chair Bill Farrell, who was 
a former mayor and then went on to run the State Department of Trade and Development.  He was 
always exceptionally kind to him.  Member Lukowitz also noted that August will make it 20 years of 
service and he thought it was a good time to depart from the Commission. Simonson said he will 
organize a social get together to honor the service of Member Lukowitz. 
 
Staff Information 

Recent Council and Planning Commission Actions/Agenda Items:   
 
There is a comprehensive sign plan application in for the Exxon Gas station off of Lexington and Red 
Fox Road.  Due to the changes in the sign regulations, they would like to upgrade their monument sign 
to install a color message reader board to display their messages. Simonson noted that this is now 
permissible with the City recently changing and updating the sign regulations to allow digital signs in 
commercial areas. 
 
City and County Credit Union has completed their process for the site and building design review 
through Planning Commission.  They have pulled the building permit this week and should begin 
construction of a new branch facility at the east end of Red Fox Road near the Island Lake golf course in 
the next couple of weeks. 
 
Owners/operators of the Hampton Inn will move forward with the plans to remodel the hotel and change 
to a Best Western Plus.  They were approved by the Planning Commission and City Council.  The 
changes include new elevators, south exit, expanded conference/banquet center, and upgraded outdoor 
patio area for the Green Mill.  The restaurant will also be reconfigured as part of the renovations. 
 
Applewood Pointe should be moving forward with their plans to break ground and starting building this 
summer.  The former Kozlak’s restaurant has had most of the equipment and other movable objects 
removed from the site to prepare for the demolition.  Applewood Pointe needs 60 % of their units to be 
pre-sold before they start the project.   
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Autumn Meadows is progressing with the road and utilities portion of the project underway.  The 
permits have been taken out for the model home as well.  Member Weinhagen stated that the base prices 
have been released this week with the base model starting around $480,000.   
 
BRE Visits:  Simonson stated that we have been in talks with Torax Medical and have tentatively 
scheduled a visit on June 12th – we are just waiting on confirmation that the date still works with them.   
 
Business Matters:  The City is in the process of launching Business Matters in the next week or two.  
This business newsletter will be sent out 2-3 times a year – possibly quarterly depending on time and 
content availability.  We are looking to do both a paper and electronic version to capture a greater 
audience.  Such as one newsletter would be sent to Deluxe Corporate but multiple people would be able 
to sign up and receive the newsletter via e-mail.  Members were given a draft of the newsletter to review 
and comment on. 
 
Economic Development Authority Update:  Now that the TIF legislation has passed at the 
Legislature, the EDA will be developing strategies on how to utilize the special authority. The EDA is 
also continuing to work on housing program initiatives.   
 
TCAAP Update: Member Weinhagen gave a brief TCAAP update in which he relayed that Ramsey 
County and Arden Hills sought and secured a bonding package to help assist with the development of 
the project.  There is a 30 million dollar grant going to help with the road infrastructure necessary to 
support the development. 
 
Snelling BRT:  Member Weinhagen also summarized the talks of expanding the Snelling Avenue Bus 
Rapid Transit that currently goes from St. Paul to the Rosedale Mall.  There are two separate options 
they are looking at: 

a) The first would expand the line north on Snelling Avenue directly to the TCAAP site.   
b) The second would come up Lexington Avenue and potentially have stops at the Red Fox 

Road area or the Land O Lakes/ Shoreview Corporate Center area.  
Either of these routes would add dedicated bus stations and would include signal timing to help speed up 
the route.   
 
Accelerate Ramsey County:  Member Weinhagen provided a brief overview of the Accelerate Ramsey 
County (ARC) program.  They are looking at economic development differently so that cities within the 
county are on the same page.  The program is a county specific economic development initiative that 
leverages the resources, talent, commitment and passion of our communities and their leaders.  ARC is a 
public/private partnership hosted by the Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce with oversight of an 
advisory board.  Their mission is to be a catalyst for economic development activity within Ramsey 
County, thereby strengthening our collective position within the Greater MSP region and accelerating 
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development and redevelopment opportunities with a focus on intensity of lade use and increased job 
density.  They want to put Ramsey County on the map.   
 
Chair Wing stated that the draft Business Matters newsletter looks good and the upcoming Business 
Exchange should be successful.  He asked if there as any other staff or member updates before we 
moved forward with the agenda. 
 
Member Lukowitz inquired as to the status of having a Post Office in Shoreview.  With not having a 
main post office, does the City have a substation near here?  Simonson stated that the closest retail Post 
Office is in Vadnais Heights. When the City was lobbying for a Post Office, the U.S. Postal Service had 
a rule that the carrier station had to be attached with the Post Office. They eventually separated the two 
functions when they relocated to Vadnais Heights. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

TIF Update 

Simonson stated that the TIF bill was approved almost unanimously in the legislature.  Ramsey County 
is pushing Economic Development which helps to grow the support for Economic Development 
programs.  Shoreview’s BRE program and our recent expansions helped to give us a new name.  The 
power brokers in the Senate wanted to make sure that Shoreview was helped because of our use of funds 
and our reputation.  The legislation that was approved would allow Shoreview to create a Business 
Retention and Expansion District.  The district lasts for 12 years, which is a four year increase from an 
Economic Development District.  Simonson stated that as an example an existing 8 year district would 
generate $600,000 for Westinghouse, but with the additional 4 years it jumps to $1.5 million when 
eliminating the fiscal disparities deduction.  Simonson stated that originally there was no limit on 
districts the City could create in the draft legislation but it was decided to cap it at 3 districts so that 
Shoreview did not have an unfair advantage over other communities.  The City has identified three 
preliminary ideas for potential creation of these special districts to assist with business retention and 
expansion including: 

- Shoreview Corporate Center 
- Westinghouse 
- Children’s Hospital Property 

 
The districts are limited to businesses that are either existing in Shoreview already or are currently 
located out of state.  The district cannot be used for any business located in Minnesota outside of 
Shoreview.  The business can have up to 25% ancillary use/non-manufacturing.    
 
Twenty percent of the funds from a new district can be used for a special Business Retention Fund.  We 
can pool funds from other districts into this fund. There are policy implications, but pros and cons, to 
shifting funds from TIF District 1 or District 2 to a new BRE Fund that will have to be evaluated by the 
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EDA.  We could move our existing MIF funds ($175,000) to help seed the fund.  Member Lukowitz was 
wondering if that was the funds from the Business Revolving loan fund.  Simonson confirmed yes, those 
were funds the City received back in loan payments from assistance provided by the State for a company 
called Micro Component Technology.  Weinhagen asked if that would be able to be used for buildings, 
such as the building off of Gramsie.  Simonson stated that yes, but that might merit a new 
redevelopment district instead because of the nature of it and the amount of work that needs to be done.   
 
The fiscal disparities requirement has been changed to allow the 40% of Economic Development 
District revenue not be taken away from the project, as currently required.  This change for all cities now 
makes an ED TIF District rule similar to other TIF District options.  
 
Wing asked if these new districts require the county/school district to sign off.  Simonson stated there is 
no veto authority by the county or school district but there are notification requirements as with all TIF 
District establishments.  Wing asked if the City has looked into any type of Housing District for TIF, 
such as North Saint Paul is doing.  Simonson stated he is not aware of what North Saint Paul is doing 
but that there are tax increment funds that can be used for certain housing or new Housing TIF Districts 
can be created under certain scenarios.  
 
Wing brought up the Rainbow site and what he feels is the biggest problem facing Shoreview is the 
residential areas.  The housing is too expensive to tear down.  There is not enough and not enough of the 
right kind of housing to attract younger families.  Simonson agreed that is definitely a challenge given 
the age of the majority of our housing stock and the lack of vacant land for new housing.  Wing 
mentioned that a lot of what the housing stock here in Shoreview is 70’s, 80’s housing that is harder to 
upkeep and to remodel.  Weinhagen suggested that we talk to North Saint Paul to see what/how they are 
doing.  He said staff will contact North Saint Paul to get more information on their housing program.  
 
Lukowitz asked if County Commissioner Blake Huffman supported the City during the TIF process.  
Simonson stated that Commissioner Huffman was a very strong advocate for the City and really pushed 
the County Board to not oppose our legislation.  He said generally Ramsey County, like most counties, 
does not support tax increment use as it directly impacts property tax revenues. Simonson said he is 
hopeful that the County moves away from this position as they get more involved in economic 
development and better understand the purpose and benefits TIF provides in bringing new business, 
jobs, services, and housing – all which help keep the County vibrant and strong. 
 
EDC Work Plan Approval 

Simonson stated that the EDC should formally adopt the proposed work plan and asked if there were 
any changes. There were none.  Chair Wing, seconded by Commissioner Gardner, moved to adopt the 
EDC Work Plan for 2014-2015, as presented. 
 

Vote:  6 AYES 0 NAYS 
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Business and Development News 
 
Hed Cycling – The Economic Gardening biography of Anne Hed and Hed Cycling was shared.  It 
described how much she has enjoyed the program after being skeptical at the start.  Simonson stated that 
the City has been in communication with Hed Cycling because we had heard of immediate expansion 
needs on the recently completed BRE visit.  They had submitted a purchase offer to buy the building on 
Tomlyn.  They are looking to bring their manufacturing back to the U.S. from Asia for multiple reasons.  
Their appraisal for the purchase of the building came back lower than their original offer so we are 
looking at ways to help the purchase, renovation, and training costs.  Additionally, they need to figure 
out how to remove the two existing tenants.   

Lukowitz asked about the two current tenants in the building and where they would go.  Simonson stated 
that the auto business is looking to expand so they will probably welcome the opportunity to be able to 
get out of their lease.  They will need to assist in finding a new place for the Mexican food distribution 
business, which currently has about 6,800 square feet.   
 
Rainbow Foods – Articles were shared as to why another grocery store would probably not locate where 
the current Rainbow Foods is and why Cub / Lund’s did not purchase the building.  There is not enough 
density in the area to support the amount of grocers in the area.  
 
Sidal Realty, located in St. Louis Park, has owned the building since it was finished in 1995.  There are a 
couple of independent grocers looking into the area but there is also the TCAAP property in competition 
as well, possibly adding a HyVee.  Weinhagen stated that HyVee has a huge footprint, 90,000 square 
feet, which is bigger than the 60,000 square foot Rainbow Site.  The TCAAP area is not a done deal 
though, so it might be worth checking into.  Simonson stated that he talked to the owner of the property 
about openness to explore redevelopment options and he is interested in working with the City.  He does 
not mind if we contact retailers and/or developers.  The property owner said they are open to selling the 
commercial property because they are focused on apartment ownership and management.   
 
Roundy’s, the owner of the Rainbow Foods chain, has a lease through 2015 and are committed to paying 
it so there is not a huge rush at this point to Sidal Realty.  Simonson did state that based on the fact it 
was not acquired by Lunds/Byerlys or Super Valu, it’s clear there is some view that the area market is 
saturated and may not have the population density to support another major grocer.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Weinhagen, seconded by Commissioner Lukowitz, moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 
a.m.  
 

Vote:  6 AYES 0 NAYS 



PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

MAY 22, 2014 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Parks and Recreation Commission Chair Desaree Crane called the May 22, 2014 meeting of the 
Parks and Recreation Commission to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Desaree Crane, Carol Jauch, Charlie Oltman, Linda Larson, Athrea Hendrick, 
Catherine Jo Healy and Craig John. 
 
Members absent: Sarah Boehnen, Carol Jauch, and Tom Lemke. 
 
Others Present:  Terry Schwerm, City Manager, Michelle Majkozak, Community Center General 
Manager 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Charlie Oltman moved, seconded by Craig John, approval of the March 27, 2014 minutes.  
Motion was unanimously adopted. 
 
REVIEW OF DRAFT COMMUNITY CENTER RULES 
 
Michelle Majkozak reviewed the draft rules and policies with the Commission.  She noted that 
the rules and policies were broken into several areas including general rules for the entire 
building, and specific rules for the waterpark, fitness center, gym, locker rooms and playground. 
The proposed rules also include sections on general building and area policies.  She then asked 
for feedback on the draft of the updated rules and policies.  The Commission had a few 
suggestions on the proposed rules.  A question was asked about the use of snorkeling gear.  
Staff indicated that it is not allowed in the pool area unless the City is offering a snorkeling 
class.  One of the issues is that some snorkeling gear includes glass masks.  Glass is not allowed 
in the pool area and any broken glass can result in a need to drain the entire pool. 
 
Commission members also suggested that the rules include consequences for what happens if 
guests fail to follow the rules.  Staff said they would incorporate language into the rules 
reflecting this suggestion.  
 
REVIEW OF DRAFT RECREATION PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIP POLICY 
 
Majkozak reviewed the draft scholarship program with the Commission.  She indicated that the 
City has had a scholarship for recreation programs, but it was not really formalized with strong 
guidelines. The proposed policy was based on a model from the City of Eden Prairie. The policy 
indicates the City will contribute up to 30% of the price of swim lessons and 50% of the cost of 



other programs with a maximum limit of $100 per child per year.  Residents would have to 
provide documentation of need through a certificate for free or reduced price lunches, social 
security disability, or financial assistance from Ramsey County. 
 
Some programs including fitness, preschool, and Summer Discovery would not qualify for the 
scholarship program. According to the policy, the scholarship program could not be used for 
Community Center memberships or daily admissions.  Staff believes that our general 
membership rates and admission fees are very reasonable and should not be subsidized 
further. The primary goal of this assistance program is to make certain youth sports programs, 
swimming lessons, and other youth programs available and affordable to children in the 
community. 
 
The Commission reviewed the policy and after some discussion indicated that they were 
comfortable with the proposed policy.  There was some discussion about whether a $100 limit 
per child was the right amount. Staff reviewed the cost of some of the programs with the 
Commission.  After additional discussion, the Commission felt that we should try the $100 limit, 
since it could always be increased in the future if there is a need.  John moved, seconded by 
Oltman, that the scholarship policy be recommended to the Council for approval.  Motion was 
unanimously adopted. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
Schwerm reported that staff was busy preparing for summer programs which begin in a few 
weeks.  He discussed: 
 

 Farmers Market – begins Tuesday, June 17 

 Concert Series – begins Wednesday, June 18 

 Summer Discovery – begins Monday, June 9 

 Pickleball Courts – Council has awarded a contract to convert two tennis courts at 
Bucher into six dedicated pickleball courts.  Contractor is expected to begin work soon 
and complete the resurfacing of the courts in June, weather permitting.  He briefly 
discussed the pickleball report that the Shoreview Area Pickleball Club prepared. 
Pickleball was a big success at the Community Center over the winter months, and 
brought in additional revenue and increased membership. 

 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the Commission, it was moved by Oltman and seconded 
by Healy that the meeting be adjourned at 7:50 p.m.   Motion was unanimously approved. 



HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 28, 2014 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Co‐Chair Minton called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm with the following members present:   
Cory Springhorn (arrived at 7:10 pm), Elaine Carnahan, Julie B. Williams, Lisa Wedell‐Ueki, Mary 
Yee Johnson, Bob Minton, and Mark Hodkinson. 
 
Commissioners that were not present:  Samuel Abdullai, Richard Bokovoy, Neha Sethi 
 
Also present was Terry Schwerm, City Manager 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
After correcting the spelling of the name Hromatka, Williams moved, seconded by Wedell‐Ueki, 
approval of the April 23, 2014 minutes. Motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
DISCUSSION REGARDING COMMUNITY DIALOGUE 
 
Mary Johnson indicated that after much calling, she was able to contact a few companies 
including Land O’Lakes and Deluxe who were not able to participate in the community dialogue 
on bullying. However, she did connect with Lynn Prost, Director of Employee Relations at 
Boston Scientific, who will be willing to participate in the event. Julie Williams indicated that 
she had talked with Jerry Hromatka, Executive Director of Northeast Youth and Family Services, 
who indicated that they could have someone from the agency involved.  Cory Springhorn also 
said that ARC of Minnesota would also have someone available for the dialogue.  Mark 
Hodkinson briefly discussed the anti‐bullying legislation and noted that several school districts 
were concerned about implementation and reporting requirements. Schwerm indicated that he 
had not connected with Superintendent Dan Hoverman, even though they had exchanged voice 
mails. 
 
After some discussion, the Commission selected Thursday, November 6th as the tentative date 
of the Community Dialogue and asked staff if they could check on room availability. Schwerm 
indicated that he would follow up on the date and with the school district on being a 
participant in the event, and email the Commission with a confirmation on the date. 
 
REVIEW OF CARING YOUTH AWARD NOMINATIONS 
 
The Commission reviewed the nomination for the Caring Youth Award that was submitted by 
Michele Edwards for Khadijah Pierce, a Shoreview resident who attends Roseville High School.  
Commission members noted that based on the application that was submitted and the 
activities that Khadijah has been involved in, she would be a very deserving recipient of the 
award.  Williams then moved, seconded by Springhorn, that Khadijah Pierce receive the Human 



Rights Commission 2014 Caring Youth Award, subject to a reference check being conducted by 
staff.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
OTHER ISSUES 
 
Lisa Wedell Ueki – discussed her ideas behind recognizing group homes.  She has met with Don 
Zebell who recalls that Shoreview was the first city in Ramsey County to have a group home for 
people with disabilities. She did indicate that this information would need to be verified with 
the Minnesota Historical Society.  She also indicated that Don Severson indicated that the first 
group home in Shoreview was near the Victoria Valley Orchard and opened in 1972. 
 
Bob Minton – discussed the potential for initiating a Shoreview Human Rights Commission 
initiative that would involve young people doing interviews and preparing reports with 
immigrants who have moved into Shoreview.  He felt that the findings from these interviews 
might help identify what the City could do to be more welcoming.  He indicated that he was 
doing research with the agency “Advocates for Human Rights”.  He also asked that Commission 
members receive a copy of the report that the agency prepared titled “Moving from Exclusion 
to Belonging.”  He noted that immigration might be a good topic for a future Community 
Dialogue. 
 
Elaine Carnahan – asked that staff distribute a copy of an article titled “A Change of Heart:  
Discussions that Encounter.” 
 
Julie B. Williams – said that she recently watched a touching video of a child who had bullied 
another student, but then felt bad about it and started an anti‐bullying group at their school.  
She indicated it might be able to be used as part of the Community Dialogue on bullying. 
 
Cory Springhorn – indicated that he had attended the State League of Human Rights event in 
Brooklyn Center where winners and honorable mention recipients from the essay contest were 
recognized.  He noted that it was a good event and that Shoreview’s current essay contest 
winner, Kaitlin Manning, was in attendance.  He also noted that Shoreview does not have a 
current representative designated to the Minnesota State League. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the Commission, Williams moved, seconded by 
Hodkinson, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
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SHOREVIEW ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
MEETING MINUTES 

June 16, 2014 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
President Ben Withhart called the meeting to order on June 16, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The following members were present:  President Ben Withhart and Board Members Sue 
Denkinger, Emy Johnson, Gene Marsh and Terry Quigley. 
 
Also attending: 
Tom Simonson Assistant City Manager/Community Development Director 
Nikki Hill  Economic Development and Planning Tech 
Kirstin Barsness  Barsness Consulting Services 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The agenda was accepted as submitted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION: by Denkinger, seconded by Quigley to approve the May 5, 2014    
  meeting minutes, as submitted. 
 
  VOTE:  Ayes - 5  Nays - 0  
 
FINANCES AND BUDGET 
 
Monthly Financial Reports/Approval Claims and Purchases 
 
Simonson stated that all fund balances are tracking as projected in the three funds:  EDA, HRA 
and Home Loans.  Bills through April 30, 2014 are submitted for approval. 
 
MOTION: by Marsh, seconded by Johnson, to approve the monthly EDA Financial Reports  
  through April 30, 2014 and the following payment of claims and purchases: 
 
 
1.      Community Reinvestment Fund                          $90.00  Fund 307 
 (15 Loans/Monthly Service Fee) (Date Paid: 4/24/14) 
2. Bradley & Deike, PA (Midland Plaza) -    $430.00 Fund 240 
 (Date Paid:  4/03/14) 
3. Allen, Deanne (EDA Minutes - 3/2014)   $200.00 Fund 240 
 (Date Paid: 4/3/14) 
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4. Barsness, Kirstin (TIF Consulting)    $525.00 Fund 240 
 (Date Paid: 4/3/14) 
5. Bradley & Deike, PA (General TIF Consulting)  $340.00 Fund 240 
 (Date Paid: 4/21/14) 
6. Allen, Deanne (EDA Minutes - 4/21/14)   $200.00 Fund 240 
 (Date Paid: 4/3/14) 
 
  VOTE:  Ayes - 5  Nays - 0 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
GENE MARSH RESIGNATION/PROCESS FOR APPOINTING NEW MEMBER 
 
Board Member Marsh is moving out of the City of Shoreview but has agreed to serve on the 
EDA until a replacement can be named.  Simonson stated that the EDA at-large position will be 
advertised along with the two vacant positions on the Economic Development Commission 
(EDC) created by the resignations of Dave Lukowitz and Gene Marsh.  The positions are 
appointed by the City Council with consideration of recommendations by the EDA and EDC, 
respectively.  Marsh’s term is up for re-appointment this year, and it would be staff’s 
recommendation that the appointment be made for a new full term, not just the remainder of his 
current term.   
 
Johnson commended Board Member Marsh for his commitment and hard work serving the EDA 
and EDC. Other EDA members concurred and thanked Gene for his contributions to the 
community and board. 
 
SPECIAL TIF AUTHORITY 
 
Marketing Strategy for Business Retention and Expansion 
 
Simonson provided an overview of the proposed strategies relating to the use of tax increment 
financing, especially as it relates to the recent special legislation approved for Shoreview. In the 
next five years the City is allowed to create up to three Economic Development TIF Districts for 
a period of 12 years.  Staff will be communicating with Ramsey County on flexibility regarding 
the official certification date for TIF District No. 1, which was created in the late 1980s.  For the 
first two years of the life of TIF District No. 1, there was only a small amount of increment 
generated.  The law now allows creation dates for TIF districts to begin when the full increment 
is being realized, as determined by the city.  The City has understood that district expires in 
2014, but the House Research Division records showed it expiring in 2016 when assisting with 
drafting the special legislation.  The City is gathering historical information and will be talking 
with Ramsey County to see if the 2016 date can be used.  That would allow two additional years 
of revenue to be captured and utilized for economic development and business retention. 
 
Barsness added that according to the statute, Ramsey County has the administrative authority to 
make that decision. 
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Simonson stated that discussions regarding special TIF Districts to aid company expansion will 
begin with the following targeted:  Westinghouse, Land ‘O Lakes, Thorax (medical devices), and 
PaR Systems.  The Shoreview Corporate Center and Children’s Hospital locations are also being 
considered as potential candidates if a project can be identified. 
 
Establishment of BRE Fund (Purpose and Seeding Options) 
 
Simonson stated that a second major provision under special TIF legislation is the ability for the 
City to create a BRE Fund for business retention.  The City is allowed to pool funds from other 
TIF Districts plus 20% from any new district created.  This money could then be used to provide 
loans to qualifying businesses for expansion and addition of jobs.  In 2010 and 2011, when the 
legislature granted temporary TIF authority, the Advantage Shoreview Business Loan Program 
was created but never utilized.  Staff is recommending that if the EDA wants to set up a BRE 
Fund, the guidelines of the Advantage Shoreview Business Loan Program could be updated and 
used.  BRE Fund monies could be used for any project and not restricted to TIF projects or 
districts.   
 
Simonson said there are pros and cons to both a special BRE fund or retaining a tax increment 
district fund, and he would recommend maintaining a diverse or balanced approach to the 
funding resources so allow the greatest flexibility to the City for achieving goals.  
 
Barsness said that the pre-1990 rules governing TIF District 1 funds allows for a wide range of 
uses including housing. Simonson pointed out that TIF 1 was the funding source for the home 
improvement loan program and assisted with the financing for the Lakeview Terrace project. 
 
Barsness noted that tax increment cannot be used for business loans, whereas a new BRE fund 
could provide loans to assist with business expansions including purchase, capital investments, 
job training, etc. 
 
Withhart stated that the BRE Fund should be structured so that the City is not the only financier, 
but one of a number of supporters that, with additional City funding, make the project happen. 
Simonson said the original guidelines had a maximum loan of 30% of the total project, requiring 
other financing.  
 
Marsh agreed saying that a bank would do the financial analysis.   
 
Barsness stated that anytime TIF money is used, it must be used for public purposes or land 
acquisition.  If TIF money is used for a specific company, the City’s involvement is limited to 
land acquisition, demolition, improvements to the land or infrastructure installment.  It has to be 
used for a project that generates new tax revenue to the City.  The BRE Fund allows the ability to 
pool from other districts or 20% from any of the new districts created.  Once pooled, the funds 
are no longer considered TIF funds and can be used to help with buildings, equipment or any 
project the City desires.  It is important to remember that how funds are used will be reported to 
the legislature.   
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Simonson stated that he envisions preserving the majority of TIF District No. 1 dollars in that 
district and creating a more modest BRE Fund from other districts.  Hed Cycling is one that 
could be helped with a low or zero interest loan to purchase and upgrade a new building.  
Westinghouse might be another.  These expansion projects will not generate a lot of tax 
increment on their own because of the existing values in place, but assistance could be offered to 
retain and grown them in Shoreview. 
 
Quigley asked about the Rainbow site and any resources from that area.  Simonson responded 
that there is a balance in that TIF District No. 2 that could be shifted into a BRE Fund. 
 
Barsness stated there is $165,000 from the Twin City Community Capital Fund, originally from 
the Minnesota Investment Fund.  Simonson stated that the Minnesota Investment Fund is applied 
to by the City for business expansion.  The City received $175,000 that was put toward the Twin 
City Community Capital Fund.  That fund has dissolved, and those funds have come back to the 
City and could be put in a BRE Fund. 
 
Barsness stated that the City has an ongoing 25-year annuity from a loan for Lakeview Terrace.   
That TIF District is unlikely to be held open for 25 years.  As that loan is repaid, those funds 
could be put into a BRE Fund.  Simonson added that putting the Lakeview Terrace repayment 
increment into a BRE Fund will help build up the balance over the 25-year period.  Marketing 
Special TIF Districts will be one of public education to let businesses know this financing tool is 
available. 
 
Marsh suggested marketing to community banks that could help businesses with good cash flow 
but do not have much capital.  Such loans would be secured with private property, rather than the 
City holding a lien or mortgage.  If a larger lender participated and held a lien, the City would be 
subordinate to the larger lender.  He stated that it will be important for the EDC to understand the 
program so they are able to talk to businesses about this funding opportunity. 
 
UPDATES AND REPORTS 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 
Simonson reported that the EDC will be discussing the BRE Fund at their next meeting as well 
as future visits.  EDC members plan to visit Land O’Lakes.  The EDC is discussing visits with 
businesses that are in an area near each other to promote businesses getting to know each other. 
 
The Business Exchange was very successful with a good turnout and a lot of energy. 
The Business Matters newsletter, initiated by Ms. Hill, is a new business newsletter that will is 
being well received and will be continued quarterly. 
 
HOARDING PILOT PROJECT 
 
Simonson reported that the policy currently provides for the city to give up to $1,000 in 
emergency housing assistance, if an individual meets a certain level need.  What is being realized 
is that emergency housing may not be needed as much as repairs that would allow a person to 
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remain in the home.  He would like to recommend expanding the use of emergency assistance 
money to include such repairs.  It may even include counseling or cleanup. 
 
Withhart stated that each situation is unique.  If money is used for assistance, he would like to 
make it contingent on receiving counseling.   
 
Quigley stated that it is important to make clear who is the owner of the issue.  As the City steps 
up to help, the City becomes a central contact.   
 
Johnson expressed some concern about the expense and Shoreview as an aging community.  She 
noted some risk in identifying the $1,000 emergency assistance available.  She would like to see 
specific items identified that the $1,000 could be used for.   
 
Withhart noted that assistance could mean the physical activity of filling a dumpster for an 
elderly person that cannot do it, even if he/she wanted to.  That is also a situation where the City 
can help. 
 
Simonson stated that there would be an agreement with the City for inspections and follow-up.  
Before assistance is given, an evaluation is made and counseling would be required with any 
assistance.  It would also be targeted for major cases where the property owner has limited 
financial means. 
 
The EDA commended staff for developing a comprehensive packet of materials that were used 
for the recent workshop on hoarding. Ms. Hill noted that the finalized printed material will be 
made available at City Hall.   
 
HIGHWAY CORRIDORS TRANSITION STUDY 
 
Simonson stated that at the July 14th workshop, a joint meeting will be held with the EDA, 
Planning Commission and City Council to go over recommendations of the Highway Corridors 
Transition Area Study and possible policy changes and amendments to the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
UPDATE ON SALE/REDEVELOPMENT OF CITY PROPERTY - 3339 VICTORIA 
 
Simonson stated that Moser Builders submitted a plan to the Planning Commission.  The matter 
was tabled for delineation of wetland on the property.  The plan will be revisited by the Planning 
Commission in June and then forwarded to the City Council for approval at the first meeting in 
July.  The purchase agreement for the sale of the City property to Moser Homes will be 
presented to the EDA at the July meeting for approval. 
 
BUSINESS AND DEVELOPMENT  
 
The City is in discussion with Hed Cycling for possible assistance with the purchase of a nearby 
second building.  The company leases about half of a building located on Chatsworth and 
Tomlyn behind the Shoreview Mall.  The company’s bid on the building was based on the 
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appraised value, which is less than the asking price.  Barsness explained that this has created an 
issue with the loan from the bank. Hed has expressed interest in remaining in Shoreview and the 
City has offered to help with building needs as they plan for future growth in both revenues and 
jobs. 
 
DISCUSSION OF STATUS/FUTURE OF RAINBOW FOODS PROPERTY 
 
Simonson stated that the Rainbow site was not part of the purchase by Lunds and Super Valu.  
Sidal Realty owns the property and is talking to other independent grocers.   Simonson said there 
are questions whether a grocery use is sustainable in the long run because there are already 
several grocers and the population density may not support another one.  Sidal Realty is open to 
working with the City on redevelopment of the site, if a new grocer cannot be secured.  With 
redevelopment with other uses, it is important to understand that it will be difficult to create 
tenant spaces within the large box building.   
 
The consultants for the Corridor Study were asked to give possible suggestions.  A number of 
concepts were presented that include a two-story office in the back of the property with retail 
services toward the front; higher density housing with office/retail services and possible 
restaurant.  All the scenarios show keeping the Dairy Queen.   
 
Johnson asked if the gas station has any interest.  Simonson stated that is not known.  Sidal 
Realty had requested contact information indicating they may approach adjacent property 
owners.  The car wash property is the most difficult to negotiate with as it is owned by a large 
corporate group from Arizona.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: by Johnson, seconded by Marsh, to adjourn the meeting at 6:28 p.m. 
 
  VOTE:  Ayes - 5  Nays - 0 



SHOREVIEW ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Meeting Minutes 
June 17, 2014 

ROLL CALL 

Chair Josh Wing called the meeting to order at 7:33 a.m. with the following members present: Sue 
Denkinger, Jim Gardner, Dave Lukowitz, Gene Marsh, and Jonathan Weinhagen. Members Dave 
Kroona, Jason Schaller, and Jeff Washburn had excused absences.   
 
Assistant City Manager/Community Development Director Tom Simonson, and Economic Development 
and Planning Technician Niki Hill were also in attendance. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Commissioner Weinhagen, seconded by Commissioner Denkinger, moved to accept the agenda, as 
presented. 
 

Vote:   6 AYES  0 NAYS 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Gardner, seconded by Commissioner Marsh, moved to approve the minutes of May 20, 
2014, as written. 
 

Vote:   6 AYES  0 NAYS 
 

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

Commissioner Lukowitz made a motion that Chair Josh Wing maintains his current position and that 
Sue Denkinger maintainer her Vice Chair position. 
 
Simonson discussed the upcoming two vacancies and how the City plans to advertise that position in the 
near future rather than wait for the end of the year.  Current EDC members were encouraged to tell their 
friends and co-workers.  
 
Commissioner Denkinger wanted to clarify that we will look for EDC members both ways, including the 
traditional way and through contacting current Shoreview businesses via mail and e-mail. 
 
Chair Wing wanted to know if this would be soliciting specifically for the EDC or if there would be 
other committees and commissions that would be included.  Simonson stated that this would be a 
posting specific to the Economic Development Commission.   
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Vice Chair Denkinger mentioned that at a recent visit to her physical therapist they came out with the 
Business Matters newsletter in hand mentioning that they were not aware she was a member of the EDC 
and that they enjoyed the publication.  Denkinger went on to say that we should look at discussing 
temporary signage with the businesses, as their business had some issues directing customers.  We 
should look to talk more open about signage and about whether it is in violation or if it is a moot point.  
Hill said that an article could be included in the next Business Matters that addresses temporary business 
signage.  
 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE 
 
A. MEMBER SHARING 
 There was no news shared from the members. 
 
B. STAFF INFORMATION 
  
Recent Council and Planning Commission Actions / Agenda Items 
Simonson wanted to update members that County Road E and Victoria is current under construction.  It 
is slated to be closed for two weeks to finalize the crossing so that the City is able to implement a new 
Quiet Zone which is in response to the increased rail traffic in the community.  The staff has been 
working with SEH, Inc. to implement a quiet zone for the Lexington Avenue and Victoria Street 
crossings on the east-west corridor that runs through the City.  The City is hoping that the Quiet Zone is 
established by mid-August.   
 
The North-South railroad corridor did receive $500,000 during the last legislative session so that the 
improvements to the crossings at North Owasso Boulevard and Jerrold Avenue could be made in order 
to establish a second Quiet Zone in conjunction with the areas in Little Canada to the south.   
 
Simonson stated that the Legislature awarded $75,000 towards a Turtle Lake study for possible water 
augmentation.  The study will be conducted in a cooperative agreement between the City and the Home 
Owners Association. 
 
Recap of Shoreview Business Exchange 
Simonson stated that the Business Exchange went well.  We had a good turnout including some of our 
key businesses such as PaR Systems and Deluxe.   Matt Kramer, the President of the St Paul Area 
Chamber sent up a follow-up note telling us how positive the energy was and this is one of the best 
networking events he’s seen from a suburban community.  Commissioner Gardner agreed that it was a 
very positive get together and it had a good turnout.   
 
Simonson reported on several specific discussions with business representatives at the event that 
indicated potential growth in the coming year or two.  



EDC Minutes 
May 20, 2014 

 

3 
 

 
Business Matters Newsletter 
Simonson stated that Business Matters was recently sent out and the goal was to send it out quarterly, 
including adding an e-mail list so that it will get dispersed at larger companies.  Chair Wing wanted to 
know if we have any interested in adding a Business / Development Update or a yearly update from the 
chair.  Vice Chair Denkinger suggested marketing the sign program or have a little section that shows 
examples of good signage versus bad signage.  Wing also suggested we could add relevant Council and 
Planning Commission Actions.   
  
Economic Development Authority Update 
Simonson stated that the EDA met last night.  They discussed the new TIF legislation which will go into 
effect in July and how to market our new program to businesses.  Some of the potential options that the 
new BRE districts might be used for included: 

 PaR might be a candidate with possible future expansions.   

 Westinghouse will be a front runner as they were an example for the TIF legislation and the 
creation of the BRE fund.   

 Shoreview Corporate Center / Land O’ Lakes area could be another target area.  The funds could 
be used to help buy the buildings and/or possibly renovate or rebuild the 1005 Gramsie building 
that has remained vacant.  There was interest in the 4000 Lexington building on the north east 
corner of Lexington and Gramsie but there are not enough parking spaces to accommodate the 
potential tenant.  The prospective tenant asked about the possibility of permit only parking on 
Gramsie to help with their needs – which the City is not in favor of.  Commissioner Marsh asked 
if they would be allowed to use the 1005 Gramsie parking area to which Simonson answered no.  
They would not be able to because of the terms of the lease and the future needs of a tenant in 
1005 Gramsie.  Chair Wing asked if that area is a targeted redevelopment area.  Commissioner 
Weinhagen mentioned that the other buildings on the north side of the campus have had re-
investment to the tune of millions.  Wing asked if the 4000 and the 1005 buildings should be 
knocked down?  Simonson stated that the 1005 building is probably a tear down and re-build 
situation but the 4000 building is the newest in the Campus and is probably not a tear down yet.  
Vice Chair Denkinger asked if for structured parking in the area if a ramp is what would be 
considered.  Simonson responded that yes, a central ramp would be preferred but it should be 
triggered by redevelopment since that would be the most likely funding source.  Wing stated that 
the City needs to try to do what they can do as this is still a prime attractive business area.   

 
The special BRE fund that was granted through the special legislation can be funded in many ways to 
help retain and expand existing businesses.  The City is currently in the process of updating the 
Advantage Shoreview program as a platform.  Shifting funds to this BRE fund would allow the TIF 
funds to be used for Business Loans – which they are not allowed to be used for if they remain as TIF 
dollars.  The City has a balance of $165,000 from a repaid MIF loan that is restricted for job growth 
projects and could be transferred into the fund. The special legislation also allows Shoreview to retain 
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20% of any of the BRE TIF districts created and direct into the BRE fund as well.    Member Lukowitz 
asked if we have many businesses that have looked for business loans.  Simonson stated that we haven’t 
had much resources to use toward a loan since the previous temporary legislation expired in 2011.  The 
City was reluctant to market a business loan program without sufficient funds. 
 
Hamline Economic Development Certificate Program 
Due to time constraints, a summary of the program Niki Hill is participating in at Hamline University 
was deferred until the next meeting.   
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
BRE Program Update 
Simonson stated that we have looked over our list of BRE visits from throughout the years and while 
there are still a few businesses that we would like to visit that we haven’t been able to yet, we should 
start to think about re-visiting some of the key businesses in the near future.   

 Nardini Fire might be a good one as they are still thinking about expansion.   

 Land O’ Lakes would be a good visit as they have such a large presence in Shoreview 

 Deburring, Inc. has been contacted multiple times and we would still like to try to arrange a visit 
 
One thing we learned from the most recent business visit is that Torax Medical is looking to potentially 
expand in the near future as some of their products have received FDA approvals. They are looking at 
expanding from a more Research and Development focus to Commercial by making some of those 
products in house to get to market faster – with their employment looking to double in the next year.  
The BRE visit prompted them to think about their future and the need for expansion which they had not 
done before.  It would be an ideal time to expand for them as the Shoreview Business Campus land is 
now for sale again so they may look at expanding to the north.  The CEO is open to the possibility of 
building a new building.  
 
Simonson said that he would suggest a more thorough discussion of the recent BRE visit summaries be 
conducted at the next meeting when time allows. 
 
Business and Development News 
There has been a lot of interest in the Rainbow Property.  Sidal Realty is still talking to other grocers but 
the fact that it is one of the 9 stores who did not get bought out originally is something to consider.  It is 
a 10 acre site – 4 acres of it are in a wetland area which would not allow for development.  Sidal is open 
to new development and ideas.  They welcome the City to approach developers about the site for 
potential projects.  HKGI was contacted and there were 5 initial concepts drawn.  These concepts 
included the Rainbow site and the adjacent properties to the East until you reach Hodgson.  Sidal was 
given the contact information for the owners of the current establishments in the event of a full scale 
redevelopment.  The City will keep working with the property owner on what the options for the site 
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may be.  Commissioner Lukowitz asked what has been the line of Rainbow?  Did it operate a good 
business?  Simonson stated that Sidal has been profitable in the lease, which goes through 2015 and 
Roundy’s has committed to pay.  As far as the Rainbow store, his impression is that it was well run in 
the early years but transfers of ownership lead to some diminishing quality of the store operations. 
 
Vice Chair Denkinger stated that a big box store was not that far away and then asked if we need another 
grocer?  Simonson said that the City has received lots of calls asking for another grocer but the biggest 
question is whether there is sufficient population to support another grocer in a market that already has a 
number of grocers.  Staff will continue to keep the EDC informed as this subject progresses.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Weinhagen, seconded by Vice Chair Denkinger, moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 
a.m.  

Vote:  6 AYES 0 NAYS 



HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

June 25, 2014 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Co‐Chair Springhorn called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm with the following members 
present:   Cory Springhorn, Lisa Wedell‐Ueki, Mary Yee Johnson, Bob Minton, Samuel Abdullai, 
Richard Bokovoy, and Neha Sethi 
 
Commissioners that were not present:  Julie Williams, Mark Hodkinson, and Elaine Carnahan 
 
Also present was Terry Schwerm, City Manager, and Rebecca Olson, Assistant to the City 
Manager. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Wedell‐Ueki moved, seconded by Minton, approval of the May 28, 2014 minutes. Motion was 
adopted unanimously. 
 
DISCUSSION REGARDING COMMUNITY DIALOGUE 
Schwerm indicated that the date and room have been reserved for the Community Dialogue for 
November 6, 2014. He has received confirmation that the school district will be in attendance. 
Either Dan Hooverman or John Ward have committed to attending.  
 
There was discussion regarding holding a Planning meeting for the upcoming Community 
Dialogue where the Commission can discuss the format, how to promote the event, who to 
reach out to and determine who the audience will be. The consensus was to tentatively 
schedule the meeting for September 3 at 4:00 p.m. and send out an email to those who may be 
interested in participating and find out if that date will work. Schwerm indicated that he will 
take care of finding a room to hold the meeting. He also suggested that the Commission 
members forward to Rebecca the emails of the contacts they have for the Community Dialogue 
so she is able to touch base with them regarding the date of the Planning meeting. 
 
OTHER ISSUES 
Rebecca Olson passed out a document that Mark Hodkinson asked to be distributed in his 
absence.  The document was a webpage from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
with the featured topic: Bullying Research‐ Youth Bullying: What does Research say? At the end 
of the document are a list of cites/documents that are very good resources.   
 
Cory Springhorn mentioned that the deadline for the parade application for the Slice of 
Shoreview was coming up. He asked if the members were interested in participating again this 
year.  The consensus was that the Commission felt it would be good to have a presence there, 
and thought that having youth involved was a good idea. Neha Sethi stated she would talk with 
members of the Diversity Council at the high school and felt she would be able to get some 
people who would be willing to participate. She also thought she may be able to get some 
individuals from the Gay Straight Alliance to participate as well. There was discussion 



surrounding using Bob Minton’s vehicle in the parade. Rebecca Olson stated that there were 
two magnetic signs that said ‘Human Rights Commission’ they could use on either side of the 
car.  Springhorn brought up the idea of contacting past poster contest winners to see if they 
would be interested in having their posters blown up so they could carry them as they walked 
in the parade. Schwerm indicated that this may be difficult because school is out and we may 
not have individual contact information for each student. He stated that he would have 
Rebecca contact the schools to see if they could track down the winners. Staff would then send 
out a follow up email to the Commission to give them an update.  
 
Samuel Abdullai – wanted to clarify that at the last meeting Springhorn mentioned that 
Shoreview did not have a current representative at the League of Minnesota Human Rights. He 
mentioned that he had campaigned and was elected as a District Director. He served for two 
years, but was unable to do so any longer due to the amount of travel involved. This was why 
Shoreview was not represented at the last meeting. He said that any Commissioner can attend 
the meetings, but in order to have the right to vote, you must be elected at their annual 
meeting.    
 
Bob Minton – discussed the idea of the Shoreview Human Rights Commission initiative that 
would involve young people doing interviews and preparing reports with immigrants who have 
moved into Shoreview.  He felt that the findings from these interviews might help identify what 
the City could do to be more welcoming. He stated he was going to meet with Neha after this 
meeting to discuss how to get the youth involved. He mentioned that it would be appropriate 
to hold a training session on how to interview and write a follow up report. Wedell‐Ueki stated 
that the Minnesota History Center is doing a similar program and she said she sent Bob an 
email with some information that may be helpful. She also said that the Minnesota Humanities 
Center holds a 1 day class called Absent Narratives that helps bring out an individual’s story 
rather than generalizations of a community. Neha suggested there be a place where residents 
can go to see these stories of Shoreview –possibly on a blog of some kind.  
 
Lisa Wedell‐Ueki – stated that she contacted the Ramsey County Library for research on the 
history of group homes. Although they did a good job of compiling data, it did not have exactly 
what she was looking for. She asked Cory Springhorn to look into whether or not ARC had any 
history on the topic.  
 
Wedell‐Ueki also updated the Commission on the information she had received regarding 
World Aids Day. She contacted the Ramsey County Library and asked what video programming 
they had that would be appropriate for a family‐type audience. She passed around a list of 
documentaries that the Library has on hand that were available.  
 
Wedell‐Ueki brought attention to a sign she saw at the Shoreview Farmer’s Market that stated 
pets were not allowed unless they were “Guide Dogs”. She stated that this is not the correct 
terminology to use as “Guide Dogs” are dogs that are only used for the blind. She stated that 
the next time the City updates the sign, that the correct terminology to use would be “Service 
Dog”. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 



 
There being no further business before the Commission, Abdullai moved, seconded by Bokovoy, 
that the meeting be adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
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